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IN APPRECIATION
One of New Mexico's prime attractions, both to its own residents as
well as to outsiders, is its rich and deep history. Nowhere did Indian society have greater historical impact, nor was there any area of the United
States to which imperial Spain bequeathed such an indelible legacy. The
pioneer period completes the trilogy and vies for historical attention..
With this historical background, today's society in the Land of Enchantment has need for substantial information concerning New Mexico.
Chief vehicle for periodical publication concerning the state is the New
Mexico Historical Review, which was born in 1926. In it, articles of maximum value have appeared quarterly for over a half century, representing a great treasury of authoritative information. However, with the
passage of time some of the most important issues of the Review have
become unavailable, with these out-of-print. issues accessible at high
prices at rare book shops, or sometimes unobtainable at any price. With a
growing population desirous of becoming better informed concerning
New Mexico, the need to provide availability to such important material
became apparent.
.
The present reprint program was only a scholar's dream until farsighted citizens became likewise convinced of the utility of making
available a storehouse of knowledge, particularly focusing their concern
on educational need for republication. Max Roybal, Bennie Aragon,
Robert Aragon, Mike Alarid and Adele Cinelli-Hunley provided effective
leadership. Legislators Don L. King and Alex Martinez presented Senate
Bill #8 to the 1980 session of the New Mexico State Legislature and used
their influence and that of Governor and Mrs. Bruce King to insure
favorable consideration. The Board of the NMHR, speaking for followers
of New Mexico's important history, warmly thanks these friends for such
support.
Donald C. Cutter
Chairman, Editorial Board, NMHR
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Article 1. Name.
of New Mexico.

This Society shall be called the Historical Society

Article 2. Objects and Operation. The objects of the Society shall be,
in general, the promotion of historical studies; and in particular, the
discovery, collection, preservation, and publication of historical material, especially such as relates to New Mexico.
.
Article 3. Membership. The Society fihall consist of Members, Fellows, Life Members and Honorary Life Members.
(a) Members. Persons recommended by the Executive Council
and elected by the Society may become members.
(b) Fellows. Members who show, by published work, special
aptitude for historical investigation may become Fellows. Immediately following the adoption of this Constitution, the Executive
Council shall· elect five Fellows, and the body thus created may thereafter elect additional Fellows on the nomination of the Executive
Council. The number of Fellows shall never exceed twenty-five.
(c) Life Members. In addition to life members of the Historical
Society of New Mexico at the date of the- adoption hereof, such other
benefactors of the Society as shall pay into its treasury at one time
the sum of fifty dollars, or shall present to the Society an equivalent
in books, manuscripts, portraits, or other acceptable material of an
historic nature, may upon recommendation by the Executive Council
and election by the Society, be classed as Life Members.
(d) Honorary Life Members. Persons who have rendered eminent service to New Mexico and others who have, by published work,
contributed to the historical literature of New Mexico or the Southwest, may become Honorary Life Members upon being recommended
by the Executive Council and elected by the Society.
Article 4. Officers. The elective officers of the Society shall be a
president, two vice-presidents, a corresponding secretary and treasurer, and a recording secretary; and these five officers shall constitute
the Executive Council with full administrative powers.
Officers shall qualify on January 1st following their election, and
shall hold office for the term of two years and until their successors
shall have been elected and qualified.

Article 5. Elections. At the October meeting of each odd"numbered
year, a nominating committee shall be named by the president of the
Society and such committee shall make its report to the Society at
the November meeting. Nominations may be made from the floor
and the Society shall, in open meeting, proceed to elect its officers by
ballot, those nominees receiving a majority of the votes cast for the
respective offices to be declared elected.
Article 6. Dues. Dues shall be $3.00 for each calendar year, and
shall entitle members to receive bulletins as published and also the
Historical Review.
Article 7. Publications. All publications of the Society and the selection and editing of matter for publication shall be under the direction
and control of the Executive Council.
Article 8. Meetings. Monthly meetings of the Society shall be held at
the rooms of the Society on the third Tuesday of each month at
eight P. M. The Executive Council shall meet at any time upon call
of the President or of three of its members.
Article 9. Quorums. Seven members of the Society and three members of the Executive Council, shall constitute quorums.
Article 10. Amendments. Amendments to' this constitution shall become operative after being recommended ,by the' Executive Council
and approved by two-thirds of the members present and voting at
any regular monthly meeting j provided, that notice of the pr'oposed
amendment shall have been given at a regular meeting of the Society,
at least four weeks prior to the meeting when such proposed amendment is passed upon by the Society.
Students and friends of Southwestern History are cordially invited to become members. Applications shOuld 'be addressed to the
corresponding secretary, Mr. Lansing .B. Bloom" Santa Fe, N. Mex.
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ANTONIO DE ESPEJO, AS A FAMILIAR OF THE
MEXICAN INQUISITION, 1572-1578
By G. R. G.

CONWAY

very little known regarding Antonio de
T. Espejo'sis connection
with the Inquisition in Mexico.
HERE

When Pedro Moya de Contreras, the Chief Inquisitor, arrived in Mexico in 1571 1 he was accompanied by the Fiscal,
Alonso de Bonilla, Pedro de los Rios-the secretary-and
apparently by some of the familiars who were brought from
Spain, among whom ""as Espejo!
The writer has for a number of years been making a
collection of transcripts from the Sixteenth Century Inqui- .
sition papers in the Mexican National Archives. These
transcripts relate more especially to the fate of the sailors
. who accompanied Captain John Hawkins on his unfortunate·
voyage to San Juan de Ulua in 1568."
In these transcripts' there are several unpublished references to Antonio de Espejo in the early years of his life
in Mexico that are extremely interesting and worth recording.
Among the sailors arrested by the Inquisition officials
was a Welshman named Miguel Morgan.' He had accom1. See Pp. 248-288, Torno V. Documentos para !a Historia de Mexico. Mexico,
1906.
2. See Pp. 76-77 "The Spanish Southwest," by Henry R. Wagner, Berkeley, 1924.
3. See Chap. VII, Book r, "Sir John Hawkins," by James A. Williamson, Oxford,
1927.
4. A list of the proceS08 will be found in Appendix III of the writer's book,
HAn Englishman Bnd the Mexican Inquisition," Mexico, 1927.
5. HiB real name was Morgan Tillert, but he was called Miguel Morgan in
M.exico.
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panied John Hawkins in his flagship the "Jesus of Lubeck"
and after the defeat at San Juan de Ulua escaped on the
"Minion" but was one of the unfortunate members of the
crew put ashore through scarcity of food north of Tampico
in October, 1568. Apparently he lived unmolested until
after the arrival of the Inquisitors and was working peacefully as a cloth worker in partnership with Maria de
Trujillo at Texcoco."
Pedro Moya de Contreras, so soon as he had established
himself in Mexico, lost no time in commencing his activities
and he determined that all the English Lutherans scattered
over the country should be included in his first great "auto
de fe." Among the letters of instruction sent out to the
familiars and other officials was the following one to
Antonio de Espejo:
"We, Doctor Don Pedro Moya de Contreras, Apostolic
Inquisitor as to Heresy, Perversity and Apostasy in the City
of Mexico and States and Provinces of New Spain, Guatemala and Nicaragua, et cetera, command you, Anton de
Espejo, Familiar of this Holy Office, to proceed to the town
of Texcoco and there attach the body of Miguel Morgan, an
Englishman, who is living in the said town as a maker of
sackcloth, and who is a stout man, short of stature, ruddy
complexioned and freckled, wherever you may find himwhether in church, monastery or other sacred place, fort or
other institution, and who, when arrested and in safe
custody, shall be brought to the prisons of this Holy Office
and handed to the Warden thereof in the presence of the
undesigned Secretary, sequestrating all his real and movable properties before a faithful and lawful notary or scrivener, of whose honesty you shall satisfy yourself, which
properties shall be placed under the custody of some sober
and accredited person to your satisfaction and who on being
named by you accepts the said trust and deposit; that he
shall not dispose of the said properties without our permission and order under penalty of the major excommunication
and a fine of four hundred ducats; that from the moneys
that may be sequestrated you shall take fifty pesos to meet
6.

Vol. 75, Inquisition papers, Mexican National Archives.
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the expenses and food of the prisoner as well as his bed
and the necessary clothing for him; and that if for the said
prisoner you shall require any favor or assistance, we
hereby exhort and command, in virtue of the Holy obedience
and under penalty of the major excommunication, canonical wrath, admonitions and a fine of five hundred Castilian
ducats to be devoted to the especial expenses of this Holy
Office, we command all and every Judge.and Magistrate of
His Majesty, as also the ecclesiastics and the laity of these
said Provinces and all other persons whatsoever that they
shall provide you with animals whereon to transport the
prisoner, his bedding and clothing and custodians, and to
furnish the maintenance which you may require at moderate
prices and according to the prevailing rates without any
increase in the prices thereof.
Issued in Mexico on the third day of the month of
December, of the year one thousand five hundred and
seventy-two. And, furthermore, that if in the said town of
Texcoco, or in any other place whatsoever, you should find
any other Englishmen of those who came to the Port of San
Juan de VIua in the fleet of Joan Haquines (John Hawkins),
who reached the said port in the month of October or November, of the year sixty-eight, we also command that you
shall attach their bodies and bring them to the cells of this
Holy Office, sequestrating their goods in the manner described in this our order.
(Signed) DOCTOR MOYA DE CONTRERAS.

By order of the Chief Inquisitor,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS.

Espejo lost no time in setting out to Texcoco, a ~mall
town twenty miles from the capital. Here he found Miguel
Morgan, who appears to have been a man of considerable intelligence, peacefully conducting his business as a cloth'
worker. He was evidently loved by the Indians and could
speak their language. Acting on the explicit instructions of
Moya de Contreras, Espejo formally arrested Morgan on
the fifth of December, 1572, and also proceeded to sequestrate the prisoner's prop~rty, making at the same time a
careful inventory of all his belongings.
The following morning Espejo delivered his prisoner to
the Warden of the Holy Office. On the journey to Mexico

4
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Espejo's conversations with Miguel Morgan were exceedingly interesting, discussing, as they did, contemporary
gossip about Queen Elizabeth and some portraits that had
been made of her. Immediately on Espejo's arrival in Mexico City, he was called before the Chief Inquisitor at his
morning audience to report upon the prisoner's arrest. The
following is a translation of the evidence he gave the Inquisitors:
In Mexico on the sixth day of the month of December,
of the year one thousand five hundred and seventy-two, before the right worshipful Inquisitor, Doctor Moya de Contreras, in his audience of the morning, there appeared and
was sworn in due form to speak the truth:
Antonio de Espejo, familiar of this Holy Office, thirtyfour years of age, who said that by order of the right worshipful Inquisitor and under his instructions he went to the
town of Texcoco and by virtue of the said order he arrested
Miguel Morgan, an Englishman, a worker in coarse cloth,
and brought him to the dungeons of this Holy Office, sequestrating all his properties and storing them in conformity with the tenor of his instructions; and that while carrying out the sequestration he found in the bedroom where
Miguel Morgan slept, two likenesses of the Queen Lady
Elizabeth of England, which the said Miguel Morgan told
him he had had copied by Lorenzo, an Indian, in the suburbs
of San Pedro in Texcoco.
Item, he said that Morgan spoke the language of the
Indians very weIland the deponent understood that when he
was apprehended the Indians of the said town were very
sorry for him.
Item, he said that in the house of Miguel· Morgan he
found in the rooms where he ate and slept, two small images, accounts, et cetera.
Item, he said that the value of the sequestration made
of the goods of Miguel Morgan, including what was owing
to him by the Indians, in his opinion amounted to one thousand five hundred pesos, and this also Miguel Morgan told
him, but he did not find any money.
Item, he said that when he found the two paintings he
asked Miguel Morgan of whom were the likenesses, and he
replied of the Queen of England, and the deponent said to
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him: "Then as she is a Lutheran and an evil woman,. yet
you have had her painted," to which Miguel Morgan made
no reply. And then the deponent asked him: "What did the
lettering on the painting say?" To which Morgan answered: "God save the Queen." Further, asking him if he
had come out with Joan Haquines (John Hawkins), he answered: "Yes," and on witness asking him if Joan Haquines
was a Christian or a Lutheran, Morgan replied that he did
not know whether he (Haquines) was a Christian or a Lu.,.
theran, other than that he saw him read from Lutheran
books, and that anyway he was a good man because the
people he met at sea he would compensate if his servants
took anything more than the things were worth.
And when the deponent asked him if the other people
who came on the vessels of Joan Haquines were good Christians or Lutherans, Miguel Morgan replied that all were not
Lutherans because some were good Christians, who held
themselves apart and conversed away from the Lutherans,
and he went with them because he was a good Christian and
the Lutherans would have nothing to do with him. Asking
him if in England there were Lutherans, he replied that if
the Head were unwell the body could hardly be well, adding
nothing further, but leaving it to be understood that by the
"Head" he meant the Queen. Morgan also said that in
England shoemakers, tailors, metal-workers and helpers
were preachers in the sect of the Lutherans, preaching at
four o'clock in the morning in·order that they might go later
to their several occupations, and that these illiterate men
disputed as if they were Bachelors of Art the doctrines of
their sect, and maintained their particular opinions even
though they might not be able to read; that in England
there were no images, neither did they pray to the Saintspraying only to God; that of another Englishman among
those who came in the same fleet, whose name he gave together with his description and identifying marks and who
is the metal-worker the deponent arrested in this city, he
does not recollect anything else but that he was a great
rascal, although not stating in what regard; that it was a
matter of public notoriety that the Queen of England had all
intrigue with a gentleman of her kingdom, whom she had
desired to marry; that her Council would not permit it, and
that a gentleman said to one of the Justices that the Queen
was a great whore, for which he had not· been punished;
that if any Catholic gentleman celebrated Mass it had to be

6

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

done in secret; that if it became known he was killed; that
a very learned man and Seer in England had said that
everybody would have to become Lutherans and later converted many Catholics to the Lutheran doctrines, in which
sect they were compelled to remain; but Morgan did not declare what the Seer had prophesied, nor whether he was a
Catholic or a Lutheran, saying nothing further.
Asked if Morgan had said to him that the paintings
of the Queen had been copied or drawn from imagination,
he replied that he had explained that a friend of his, a
Spaniard from San Lucar de Barrameda 7-whose name he
did not mention, on his arrival in this country had brought
with him a painting of the Queen of England and that
Miguel Morgan had borrowed it in order to have copies
made, one by the pen; that considerable money had been
asked for the reproduction of the painting for which reason
it was not made, but that a certain Lorenzo, an Indian, had
-under his instructions, made a copy of it; and that his
friend had promised him to bring from England to this
city another copy of the same painting which he had left
there. Asked if Morgan had told him that he had ordered
that when it was being painted the lettering should be put
thereon, he replied that he had not said more than what he
had already stated.
Asked if he had said that Joan Haquines had read
aloud the said Lutheran books, the deponent replied that
he had not said so.
Asked if he had not named any of the Lutherans who
had drawn apart from the others on the vessel, and that if
any of them were in this New Spain and if so, whether he
had mentioned them:
He replied that he had not asked him the question,
neither had he said further than that all of them who were
wandering about here were great thieves and rogues, without saying anything more, and that in Izmiquilpan there
7. In cross-examination a year later, Morgan stated that the pictures had
been given him by an Englishman named Enrique Hawks. who was married to a
Spanish woman. This Henry Hawks was the author of "A Relation of the Commodities of Nova Hispafia"-first printed by Richard Hakluyt in his "Principal
Navigations," 1589. See pp. 54!'i-553. Hawks, himself, was arrested in 1571 for
heresy, by the Episcopal authorities in Guadalajara, but escaped from prison and
returned to England sometime early in the year 1572. His narrative, though, contains no reference to his arrest; but the proccso is to be found in Vol. 49, No.7, of
the Inquisition papers, Mexican National Archives,
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lived an Englishman who was called Yres, about twenty-two
years of age, a barber.
.
Asked if Morgan had declared to him anything that had
been done m ~aid by the said Lutherans who had remained
apart in the ships:
He replied that he had sajd nothing more save that they
did not carry rosaries with which to pray; that in England
the people who carried rosaries were killed and that there
it was necessary for Catholics to carry a knotted piece of
string at prayers to imitate the beads.
Asked if he bore malice or enmity to the said Morgan:
he replied no.
On his declarations being read to him he ratified same
and being ordered to keep everything secret he promised
to do so.

* * * * *
The writer has been unable to find any further reference to Antonio de Espejo in the procesos of the Lutherans
who suffered in the first great "auto de fe" held on the twenty-eighth of February, 1574, but in May, 1578, we find
Espejo in difficulties with the municipal authorities in Mexico City." At that date he appears to have been a cattle
trader and when some of his cattle were seized by the authorities for public consumption and taken to the slaughter
house, Espejo showed considerable resistance to their
action. The result was that he was arrested and thrown
into prison by the Corregidor Obregon. The proceedings in
this case give us some idea of the man, and also show from
the inventory of his personal effects which were sequestrated, that he lived in refinement and comfort.
It is interesting to note that when giving .evidence in
December, 1572, he states his age as thirty-four, while in
May, 1578, he gives it as thirty-six.
After Espejo's release from prison under bond, no further proceedings appear to have been taken against him,
probably because he was protected by the considerable privileges granted to familiars of the Holy Office.
8.

Vol. 84, Inquisition papers, Mexican National Archives.
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The following is a translation of the proceso from the
original Spanish:
(TITLE PAGE)
Mexico

May, 1578

No. 12

CRIMINAL PROCESS AGAINST
ANTONIO DE ESPEJO
FAMILIAR OF THIS HOLY OFFICE, RESIDENT OF MEXICO
FOR DISRESPECT TO THE CORREGIDOR

1st Book
Familiars

Lack of Respect to Authorities

Very Illustrious Gentlemen:
I, Antonio de Espejo, resident of this City and Familiar
of this Holy Office, beg to state that although as such
Familiar I am exempt from the jurisdiction of the Royal
Officials in criminal cases, the Licenciate Obregon, Corregidor of this City, is proceeding criminally against me, on
the ground that I drew my sword to protect my cattle which
had been taken to the slaughter-house, and has sequestrated
all my property and molested and inj ured me in other ways,
notwithstanding that he has been informed by my lawyer
that I am a Familiar and that consequently my case should
be remitted to this Holy Office.
I therefore beg and request that this Tribunal will
admit this petition and order the Corregidor on pain of severe penalties to abstain from pursuing the process, at the
same time instructing the Scrivener to transmit the proceedings in original to it.
(Signed) ANTONIO DE ESPEJO.
In the City of Mexico, this twenty-fourth day of the
month of May, of the year fifteen hundred and seventyeight, the worshipful Inquisitors, Licentiates Bonilla and
Avalos, having examined the above petition which was presented to them on behalf of Antonio de Espejo, and taking
into account that the Book and Registers of this Holy Office
prove that the petitioner is a Familiar, as lie asserts, directed that letters, inhibitory and citatory, duly certified
should be issued in their name in proper legal form, commanding the Corregidor and any other authorities who may
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have.intervened in the aforesaid process, to abstain forthwith from taking further action therein. or cognizance
thereof, and to forward the proceedings forthwith to this
Holy Office under penalty of excommunication and a fine of
one thousand ducats of Castille, applicable to the expenses
of this Holy Office, and that on pain of the same penalty,
the Scrivener or Scriveners, before whom the process may
have been conducted or in whose possession the relative
proceedings may be, shall produce and present them in original to this Court, and in view of the fact that it is known
that the Corregidor is actively engaged in sequestrating the
property of the petitioner and removing it from his house
for delivery to the Depositary-General, he be notified immediately of this ruling.
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
And forthwith I, the said Secretary, proceeded to the
residence of the Licenciate Obregon,'Corregidor, in order
to notify him of the said ruling, the time being about the
hour of the Angelus, but could not find him, although I
searched for him there and elsewhere with care, but encountering Pedro de Leon, Public Scrivener of this City,
before whom the process complained of was conducted, I
notified him of the ruling, to which he rePlied that he heard
and obeyed and for the purpose would get back the proceedings from a Royal Scrivener who had them in his possession,
having been engaged in the sequestration of the property of
the said Antonio de Espejo and in certain other investigations.
Witnesses: Hernando de Castro and Yn° Clemente, residents of Mexico.
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS.
In the City of Mexico, this twenty-fifth day of the said
month and year, I, the Secretary, notified the said ruling to
the Licenciate ·Obregon, Corregidor of this City, in person,
the witness being Mexia the taverner. I testify.
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
In the City of Mexico of New Spain, this twentyfourth day of the month of May, of the year fifteen hundred
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and seventy-eight, the illustrious Licenciate, Lorenzo. Sanchez Obregon, His Majesty's Corregidor of this said City,
stated that inasmuch as Sebastian de Bustamante, Superintendent of the slaughter-house of this City, had informed
him under oath that a short time previously he had been
shown by a Regidor of the very illustrious Municipal Council of this City a decision ordering that a certain number of
young cattle be killed and weighed in the municipal
butchers' shops for the supply of the town, and that when
the said cattle were within the slaughter-house and the door
thereof closed, Antonio de Espejo, trader, and two of his
vaqueros proceeded to the slaughter-house, arms in hand,
and opened the doors thereof, making such disturbance and
scandal and forcibly seizing the cattle and carrying them
off, threatening the persons who had them in their charge,
that if they made any resistance they would kill them and
making a number of remarks derogatory to the City, he, the
said Corregidor, in order to ascertain the truth, ordered an
enquiry to be held on the subject.
(Signed) DIEGO RIOS DE LEON,
Public Scrivener
And on the same day, by order of the worshipful Corregidor and in his presence, for the investigation of the case,
Sebastian de Bustamante, superintendent of the slaughterhouse, was sworn in due form of law, and on being questioned stated that what he knew of the affair was that
being in the city slaughter-house while the cattle for the
provisioning and supply of the town were being slaughtered,
Antonio de Espejo, trader, a resident of this City, presented
himself with two other men, vaqueros of his, whom witness
would recognize if he saw them, and the said Antonio de
Espejo opened the doors of the slaughter-house and entered,
followed by his men, he, and one of them, having a drawn
sword and the other a cattle goad in the hand, and all of
them came up to witness, the said Antonio de Espejo stating
that in the city he had been robbed· of his cattle, and on
witness explaining that the cattle there had been sent from
the city by order of the municipal authorities for the supply
of the town, Antonio de Espejo shouted out that he swore to
God he would break the head of witness and of anyone else
who might interfere, with which remark he forcibly seized
the cattle which were still alive and carried them off, witness ending by saying that the foregoing was the truth by
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the oath he had sworn and that he affirmed and signed it,
and declared that he was twenty-one years of age.
(Signed) SEBASTIAN DE BUSTAMANTE
Before me,
(Signed) DIEGO RIOS DE LEON,
Public Scrivener
On the same day, by order of the said worshipful Corregidor for the investigation of the case, a man was sworn
in due form of law, who stated that his name was Geronimo
de Mayuelo and that he lived in the San Pablo quarter of
this City, and who, in virtue of his oath, promised to tell
the truth and on being questioned in the terms of the preamble of this file, stated that what he knew of the matter,
was, that a little while before, about four of the afternoon,
when he was in the slaughter-house of this City looking
after the killing of same cattle, he noticed that the doors of
the slaughter-house, which were closed, were opened by
three men on horseback, two of whom had cattle goads in
their hands and appeared to be vaqueros, while the third, a
person of medium. height, dressed in black, he understood
was called Antonio de Espejo, he not knowing the names of
the said vaqueros, but if he saw them he would recognize
them, and the said Antonio de Espejo entered, sword in
hand, crying out: "I will kill anyone-or the whole populace of the city for that matter-who may attempt to' rob
me of my property!"-giving to understand that the cattle
which were being slaughtered were his, saying which he
ordered his vaqueros to drive off the twenty head of cattle
which were still alive, and although the superintendent of
the slaughter-house, and other persons who were present,
told Antonio de Espejo that the cattle had been brought
there by order of the City for the supply of the town, he and
his men seized the cattle and carried them off, going in the
direction of the open country, no other beasts being killed
that day in the said slaughter-house; witness ending by
stating that the foregoing was the truth by the oath he had
sworn and that he was over thirty years of age, and that he
signed his name hereto.
(Signed) GRMO DE MAYUELO
(Signed) JHOAN MENDEZ,
Scrivener to His Majesty
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On the said day by order of the worshipful Corregidor
for the investigation of the case, Francisco Marquez, a resident of the San Pablo quarter of this City, was sworn in
due form of law in virtue of which oath he promised to
speak the truth and on being questioned in the terms of the
Preamble of this file stated that what he knew of the matter
was that a little while before, about four of the afternoon,
being close to the city slaughter-house, he saw that a Regidor of the City caused to be brought and delivered to the
superintendent of the slaughter-house, a matter of fortyfour cattle and charged the superintendent to have them
slaughtered and weighed in the butchers' shops for the supply of the town, and that when the cattle were inside the
slaughter-house, the door of which was locked from the
outside, and while the slaughter of the beasts was going on,
Antonio de Espejo, trader, and two other men who appeared
to be vaqueros, and one of them who carried a cattle goad,
made their appearance on horseback and opened the doors
of the slaughter-house and entered, on which Antonio de
Espejo started to shout, asking: "What knavish trick is this
-raiding and robbing my cattle, and bringing them to this
place to be slaughtered ?"-saying which he put his hand on
the sword which he .carried and drawing it from its scabbard obliged the two vaqueros who accompanied him to
drive the cattle out, and swore to God he would kill anybody
wh0 interfered to prevent that being done, whereupon the
superintendent of the slaughter-house and the present witness told him: "Sefior, this cattle was brought here by a
Regidor and by his commands we are slaughtering it," to
which the said Antonio de Espejo responded saying: "I
swear to God that they shall not be slaughtered and that I
will kill anybody who tries to do so, and would do so were
the whole town to come out and make the attempt!"-on
which the superintendent called upon those present to bear
witness that Antonio de Espejo had entered the slaughterhouse for the purpose of carrying off the cattle, whereupon
Antonio de Espejo shouted to his two vaque1'OS to take away
the beasts and he and his men did actually carry off the cattle which were still alive, and which would be a matter of
two dozen more or less, driving them along the San Antonio
road, while the superintendent set off to notify the Corregidor of the matter; witness ending by stating that the foregoing was the truth by the oath he had sworn, that he was
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over forty years of age, arid that he signed his name to his
statement.
(Signed) FRANCISCO MARQUEZ
(Signed) JHOAN MENDEZ,
Scrivener to His Majesty
The worshipful Corregidor ordered a warrant to be
made for the arrest of Antonio de Espejo and his vaqueros
and for the sequestration of his property.
(Signed) DIEGO RIOS DE LEON,
Public Scrivener
In the City of Mexico, this twe"nty-fourth day of the
month of March, of the year fifteen hundred and seventyeight, the illustrious Lorenzo de Obregon, His Majesty's
Corregidor in this City, stated that inasmuch as it had corne
to his notice that a little earlier, in the city slaughter-house,
Antonio de Espejo forcibly prevented Baltasar Mexia Salmeron and other persons who were with him, from slaughtering a certain bunch of cattle which had been sent to the
slaughter-house, he and his men drawing their weapons and
threatening them, ordered the undersigned Scrivener to
take Cristobal Martinez, constable, and proceed to the residence of the said Antonio de Espejo and sequestrate all his
property which they might find and deposit it with the Depositary-General.
(Signed) FRANCO SANCHEZ,
Scrivener to His Majesty
And forthwith the said Cristobal Martinez, constable,
in presence of the undersigned Scrivener and witnesses, and
in compliance with the orders of the worshipful Corregidor,
proceeded to the residence of the said Antonio de Espejo
and in the presence of the Corregidor, sequestrated and
made an inventory of the following property:
1 silver-gilt tray with cover
1 gilt wash-hand· set with cover
3 inkstands, one of them embossed with gold
1 bed, with green cloth counterpane fringed with silk! 2
mattresses, 2 sheets and 3 blankets
1 box with lock, containing a velvet cap
2 pouches of rough cloth
1 tunic of rough cloth (worn)
1 woman's waist of black taffeta
1 piece of black satin about 1% yards in length
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waist of thin stuff, gold and crimson in color
over-skirt of Chinese damask
piece of green satin about 2 yards in length
black silk skirt
skirt of black taffeta trimmed with velvet
embroidered towel (old)
under skirt of black satin
turban of black taffeta
skirt of black velvet
skirt of black satin
skirt trimmed with gold thread and silk
skirt of black velvet
turban of green taffeta trimmed with gold
turban of black satin, trimmed with velvet
piece of dark gray silk
red and green table-cloth
chest with a cloth cover, containing the following:
1 old-fashioned silver salt cellar
2 linen sheets (new)
1 sheet (new)
1 sheet
Several embroidered table cloths
1 linen sheet (new)
1 linen coverlet (new)
2 damask tablecloths
1 sheet (old)
3 cloths embroidered with silk
2 drawn-work cloths
1 bed-spread embroidered in crimson
3 white cloths
1 white cloth embroidered in colour
1 cloth embroidered with silk of different colours (new)
1 pleated toque with gold trimming (worn)
1 pouch embroidered with gold
6 pillows embroidered in colors (new)
6 cushions embroidered with colored silks
1 piece of drawn-work cloth
1 drawn-work sheet
2 sheets of Rouen linen
1 coif with its strings
6 damask kerchiefs
1 kerchief embroidered in red
26 damask serviettes, 16 of them new
8 leather hangings embossed with designs in gold
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rush-bottom chairs
other chairs
leather hangings embossed in gold (two of them old)
chest with arched top, containing the following:
1 white counterpane
2 over-skirts
1 red quilted over-skirt
1 fustian ovet-skirt
1 white muslin dress
1 white muslin over-skirt
6 men's shirts
2 women's chemises
2 sheets
2 white cambric waists
2 pillows with cushions to correspond, embroidered in red
2 chemises
6 old cushions
1 carpet
1 chest with arched top, containing the following:
1 quilted over-skirt
Several quilted bodices
1 piece of Seville cloth for waist
1 piece of common cambric
5 pieces of different stuffs
9 pieces of Rouen linen-1 extra large
1 piece of ordinary linen-extra large
8
6
6
1

All of the above property was, by order of the worshipful Corregidor, deposited with Andres Vazquez Aldana,
Depositary-General of this City, who by this document
acknowledges having received them and renounces the laws
covering Delivery and undertakes to keep them on deposit
and hand them over whenever the said Corregidor or any
other authority who may take cognizance of the case may
demand, under penalty of payment of their value and costs,
and of the penalties incurred by Depositaries who fail to
hand over the property deposited with them when called
upon. to do so. And to guarantee such fulfillment and payment he pledges his person and his property present and
future and gives power to the judicial authorities of His
Majesty or whatsoever court having jurisdiction to enforce
the same, and renounces all and any exception which by
law may favour him in this matter, especially the ruling
that a general exception is not valid, and executes this deed
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of deposit in due form and signs it. Witnesses: Francisco
de Salazar and Agustin Catano, residents of Mexico.
(Signed) ANDRES VAZQUEZ DE ALDANA
Before me,
(Signed) FRANcO SANCHEZ,
Scri'lJener to His Majesty
In the City of Mexico, this twenty-sixth day of the
month of May, of the year fifteen hundred and seventyeight, the worshipful Inquisitor, the Licenciate Bonilla,
being in his audience of the morning, having examined this
process and the degree of culpability which may attach to
the said Antonio de Espejo, ordered that he be imprisoned
until further notice.
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
Presented in Mexico on May 26th, 1578,
to the Inquisitor Licenciate Bonilla
in his audience of the afternoon:

Very Illustrious Sir:
I Antonio de Espejo, Familiar of this Holy Office, beg to
state that I am unjustly imprisoned and that from my imprisonment may result much harm to me not only because of
the detention but because I am a man of business and have
much to attend to.
I beg your Worship to be so good as to order me to be
released from the jail in which I am imprisoned, even
though it be only under bond, which bond I am prepared to
furnish to the satisfaction of the Court, by doing which you
will do me favor and justice.
(Signed) ANTONIO DE ESPEJO
Very Illustrious Sir:
I, Antonio de Espejo, Familiar of this Holy Office, beg
to state that I am a prisoner by order of your Worship, and
having in this City many matters pending, failure to attend
to which may cause me much prejudice;
I beg your Worship to command that I be set at liberty
definitely, as it is clear that I have committed no offense
which warrants my being imprisoned, and alternatively that
I be released under bond.
(Signed) ANTONIO DE ESPEJO
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In the City of Mexico, this twenty-eighth day of the
month of May, of the year fifteen hundred an dseventyeight, the foregoing petition was presented on behalf of
Antonio de Espejo, and the worshipful Inquisitors Licenciates Bonilla and Avalos having considered the same, decided and ordered, that Antonio de Espejo shall be assigned
the limits of this City as prison, being forbidden to go beyond such limits without the license of this Holy Office"until
it shall otherwise direct, and that to guarantee the same he
give bond to comply with this ruling, under penalty of a
fine of five hundred pesos of common gold, applicable to the
expenses of this Holy Office.
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
BOND

In Mexico, this twenty-eighth day of the month of
May, of the year fifteen hundred and seventy-eight, before me, the undersigned secretary, and the statutory witnesses, BIas Hernandez, resident of this City, pledged himself as surety of Antonio de Espejo, to guarantee that he
keep the limits of this City as prison, being forbidden to
leave the same without the license of this Holy Office, the
same BIas Hernandez undertaking that whenever he may
be so called upon so to do, he will present the said Antonio
de Espejo under penalty of being liable to himself fulfill
any sentence to which the person hereby bonded may be sentenced in this Court, as well as to payment of a fine of five
hundred pesos of common gold, applicable to the expenses
of this Holy Office, which conditions the said bondsman understood, and to guarantee the same, pledged his person and
his property, present and future, and gave full power to the
worshipful Inquisitors to enforce the present guarantee
against him, as if it were the sentence of a competent judge,
renouncing his right of domicile and the exceptions which
the law provides in favour of bondsmen in cases like the
present, in virtue whereof he signed his name hereto, the
witnesses being Ju o de Marqna and Louis de Hermosillo,
residents of Mexico.
(Signed) BLAS HERNANDEZ
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
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CONFESSION OF ANTONIO DE ESPEJO

In the City of Mexico, this thirtieth day of the month
of May, of the year fifteen hundred and seventy-eight; the
worshipful Licenciate Bonilla, being in his audience of the
afternoon, ordered to be brought before him a man who, on
being sworn in due form of law, stated that his name was
Antonio de Espejo and that he was a resident of this
City, a Familiar of this Holy Office, a native of Torremilano
of the Bishopric of Cordova, and thirty-six years of age.
Asked what was the cause of his being imprisoned by
this Holy Office:
He stated that on the previous Saturday, the twentyfourth of the present month, an Indian he owned, named
Baltasar, came to his store and told him that some men had
carried off to the slaughter-house the cattle which he was
guarding, whereupon the declarant asked him if a servant
of his, named Antonio de Perez, was with the cattle and the
Indian said that he was not and that the beasts were carried
off by some men unknown to him, which caused declarant to
suspect that they would be Pedro de Oro, contractor for the
supply of meat to the butchers' shops of this City, and his
men, and so he hastened to the slaughter-house with the
said Indian, and a servant of his, called Francisco Munoz,
a Spaniard, and found that his cattle were being slaughtered, and half of them had been killed, whereupon he ordered Munoz and the Indian to enter the slaughter-house
and drive out his cattle, while he himself remained at the
door inside to keep it open, and ensure their exit, and excited by the stamping of the beasts as they rushed out, a
young animal which was on the ground with its throat half
cut, got up and charged against a Spaniard who was there,
and whose name declarant does not know, and afterwards
turned on declarant and to defend himself from the beast,
and accelerate the driving out of the cattle, deponent drew
his sword and after they were driven out he galloped after
them because some started off on one way, and some in an':
other, and only in this manner could he keep them together,
declarant adding that when he entered the slaughter-house
he saw two or three men, none of whom he knew, with the
exception of one, the son of Baltasar Garcia, the former
Weigher of the Flour, who made some remarks which declarant did not catch owing to the noise of the cattle, and
that he did not stop in his work of recovering his cattle, because he did not see there anyone holding a Wand of Justice,
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nor the said contractor, nor allY other person of standing of
whom he could enquire the cause of the carrying off of his
cattle; the foregoing being all th~t occurred and the truth
by the oath he had sworn, in witness whereof he signed his
name.
(Signed) ANTON!O DE ESJ?EJO

Before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS

In the City of Mexico, this second day of the month of
June, of the year fifteen hundred and seventy-eight, the
worshipful Inquisitor, the Licenciate Bonilla, being jn his
audience of the afternoon, ordered to be brought before him
a man who on being sworn in due form of law· stated that
he was
Francisco Munoz, a native of Santofimia in the Bishopric of Cordova, a vaquero of Anton de Espejo, a resident
of this City, and twenty-seven years of age.
Asked what has taken place in connection with the said
Antonio de Espejo in the city slaughter-house on the previous Saturday, the twenty-fourth of May, he stated that
what he knew was that being on the said day in the house of
Antonio de Espejo, there came an Indian to tell the latter
that the cattle which he had in Tacuba, where he had the
contract for the supply of the cattle for slaughter, were
being taken to the slaughter-house-of this City, whereupon
Antonio de Espejo ordered witness to saddle a horse and
go along with him, and they and the Indian proceeded to the
slaughter-house, where they found two or three men with
whom witness was not acquainted, all he knew being that
none of them were Constables, because none of them bore
the Wand of Justice, and they and some Indians were
slaughtering the cattle of the said Antonio de Espejo, who
ordered witness to drive the beasts out and witness did so,
and while he was driving them out he saw that Antonio de
Espejo, who Was speaking with the men near the door, laid
hands on his sword, witness not knowing against whom, or
why he did so, because he was some distance away rounding
up the cattle; he did not see that any of the other men laid
hands on their swords nor heard them say anything, the
only remark he heard being that of Antonio de Espejo, who
said: "Let nobody move because if he does I swear to God
that I will knock him down!" and witness did not see that
anybody lifted a finger to resist while they were driving the
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cattle out of the slaughter-house, although afterwards,as
they were driving the beasts along the highway, a halfbreed cattle-driver caur-ht them up and told Antonio de
Espejo that he was w::.nted by Baltasar Mexia, Regidor, who
was on his way from the Plaza to the slaughter-house, but
Don Antonio refused to return; declarant ending by stating
that the foregoi:ag was the truth and all he knew of the matter by the oath he had sworn, in witness whereof he signed
his name.
(Signed) FRANCISCO MUNOZ
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS
In the City of Mexico, this seventeenth day of the
month of June, of the year fifteen hundred and seventyeight, the worshipful Inquisitor, Licenciate Bonilla, in his
audience of the morning, having examined this process
against Antonio de Espejo, Familiar of this Holy Office,
ordered the same to be transmitted to the Fiscal to the end
that the latter might formulate against him whatever
charge he might see fit, the respective notification being duly
made.
Passed before me,
(Signed) PEDRO DE LOS RIOS

FIN
Mexico City,
December 8, 1930.
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GOVERNOR MENDINUETA'S PROPOSALS FOR THE
DEFENSE OF NEW MEXICO, 1772-1778 '

Edited by

ALFRED B. THOMAS

following papers of Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta, one of the more capable governors of New Mexico, suggest some of the problems in the history of SpanishIndian relations in the Southwest. Of these, Comanche and
Apache attacks upon the province presented the chief diffi.
culty. At the moment the former were the aggressors, harrying Spaniards, Pueblos and Apaches alike, a three cornered frontier situation that arose with the opening of
the eighteenth century. Since that time the Spaniards had
vainly sought a solution, alternately declaring war upon
and making treaties with both Indian invaders. As the
century moved forward the New Mexicans concentrated
upon the greater menace of the Comanche. Captain Serna
in 1716, Governor Valverde in 1719, Governor Bustamante
in 1730, Governor Cachupin in 1752, all marched against
these Indians: Mendinueta himself refers in his accompanying service sheet to two Comanche campaigns in 1767
and 1768. His reward for his successes was the promotion
suggested by Viceroy Bucareli, in the letter translated herein, to the rank of Brigadier in the royal armies. Possibly
the treaty concluded with them in 1771 was a result of these
actions." Accordingly the contribution Mendinueta made in
this department of his government to the solution of this
vital problem is evident. On the one hand his two campaigns and treaty are to be associated with the earlier his-

T

HE

1. The present documents, introductory in nature. present an aspect of the
writer's study of the rule of Governor Juan Bautista de Ansa. based principally upon
documents from the Archi"o General de [ndias, Seville. This collection was made
possible by a subsidy from the Guggenheim Foundation.
2. Bancroft. Arizona and New Mez;co, passim.
s. Ibid., p. 269.

22

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

tory of Spanish-Comanche relations, and on the other with
the triumphs of-his successor, Governor Ansa, who crushingly defeated these Indians in 1779, won their affection,
and subsequently bound them to Spanish interests by the
treaty of alliance against the Apaches in 1786.
The two reports submitted by Mendinueta, translated
herein, in 1772 and 1779, represent a further contribution
to the history of New Mexico. Therein setting forth his
theories for defense against Comanches and Apaches he
touches the heart of Spanish difficulties. Moreover, his
recommendations are particularly interesting in that they
reveal conditions impelling the Spaniards to adopt the historical Pueblo defense. against Plains enemies, a striking
confirmation of the theories advanced to explain the peculiar
type of Pueblo construction.
Of these two reports, the 1772 document made at the
request of Bucareli has a direct relation to the alterations
being put into force by Spain after the Rubi inspection.
The second, dated in 1777 adding further pertinent details,
bears a similar relation to the work of Don Teodoro de
Croix, the first Commander-General of the Provincias Internas, then establishing this new government. In this connection Mendinueta's statement was but one of a number
required by Croix in search of a remedy against general attack on the northern frontier of New Spain. Locally considered both resumes give a bird's-eye view of New Mexican affairs and set out the principal problems which faced
his successor, Governor Ansa, about to take office. In short,
the following documents throw light upon the rule of Mendinueta, indicate clearly the condition of that Province at
the moment of his resignation and Ansa's assumption, and
finally in regard to the Comanches intimate Mendinueta's
work in preparing the way for the remarkable achievements of Governor Juan Bautista de Ansa.
University of Oklahoma,
Norman, Oklahoma.
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Documents
VICEROY BUCARELI TO JULIAN DE ARRIAGA.!

The viceroy of New Spain enclosing the record ofservices of the Governor of New Mexico, Don Pedro Fermin de
Mendinueta, reports as he was directed, setting forth that
he considers him deserving of the grade of Brigadier. With
its antecedent."
Most Excellent Senor. My dear Sir: By order of the
king your Excellency advised me in a letter of July 8, last,
that his Majesty was informed of the events that had occurred in the Interior Provinces, particularly that of New
Mexico. Because of the attacks of the barbarians and of
the vigilance with which the zealous conduct and valor of
of the governor, Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta, contributed to its defense, his Majesty has resolved that in view of
his distinguished merit, considering him deserving of the
royal mercies, I propose on this point what appears to me
suitable.
In consequence, well informed of the careful attention
and activity with which Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta
proceeds in the discharge of his government, of his worthy
conduct and vigilance in attending promptly. to defense from hostilities which the enemies commit in that
Province, I must remind your Excellency that I conceive
this deserving officer worthy that the mercy of the king
grant him the rank of Brigadier in remuneration for his
good services, performed throughout thirty years in the
Navy and in the employments of Corregidor of this Capital and the government which he now occupies, having held
the grade of colonel since 1773, as testifies the record which
I enclose your Excellency in order that on giving an acL Bucareli to Arriaga, No. 2083, Mexico, December 27, 1775, Guadalajara 515
(A. G. I., Seville, old Signatura. 104-6-17). The new reorganization of Zegajo8 in the
Seville Archive has altered the numbering; both old and new are given here for
reasons of clarity.
.
2. This is simply a note made· in the Council of the Indies for filing purposes.
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count to his Majesty he may be pleased to extend to him
that grace which maybe more to his royal pleasure.
May God guard your Excellency many years. Mexico, December 27, 1775. Most Excellent Senor, your most
humble and trusted servant kisses the hand of your Excellency. BaHio Fray Don Antonio Bucareli y Ursua. Most
.Excellent Senor. BaHio Fray Don Julian de Arriaga.
SERVICE RECORD OF GOVERNOR MENDINUETA

1

Colonel Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta of the Order
of Santiago, Governor and Captain-General of the Kingdom
of New Mexico. His age, 49 years; his country, Navarre;
his health, good; his rank, nobleman; his services: those
which are set forth and justified by the documents.
Time on which he began to
serve in the professions
Employments D'ys Months Y'rs
Navy Guard
26 June 1741
Captain with
25 May 1746
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel
Gorregimiento
25 Nov. 1755
of Mexico
6 June
Rank of Colonel
10 March
Governor of
New Mexico

Time in which he has served
and as to each employment
Employments Y'rs Months D'ys
Of Navy Guard 4
10

Of Captain with
rank of LieutColonel
8
0 f Cor reg i miento of Mex1763 ico
7
1767 Of rank'of Colonel
4

Of Governor of
New Mexico __ 7
Total up to the end of December, 1774

2

8
6

10
33

1. This Service Record accompanies Bucareli's letter to Arriaga above. Mendinueta took possession of the government of New Mexico on March I, 1767. Mendinueta to Arriaga, Santa Fe. March 17, 1767. Guadalajara SOO (A. G. I., Id SignatUTtJ.
108-6-19). He was relieved of office on May 16, 1778. Valdes and Mesia to Jose de
Galvez, Mexico, Octobe,. 28, 1778. Guadalajara 800. (A. G. I.)
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REGIMENTS AND ARMIES WHERE HE HAS SERVED IN THE
REGIMENT OF MURCIA

Capacity
Valor
Application
Conduct

Actions in which he took part and vindicated himself
With the Navy Guard he was in the battle which the
fleet under the command of the Chief of the Fleet, Don Juan
Jose Navarro, had with the English navy on February 22,
1744, on board the warship San Fernando. Detailed to the
custody of the flag by his captain, Conde Vega Florida, he
fulfilled his duty constantly according to the certification of
both chiefs. Being Corregidor of Mexico, in, 1762, because
of war with the British nation, he was, by express order of
the Most Excellent Senor Viceroy, Marques de Cruillas, in
charge of the formation of six hundred mounted dragoons
(which the body of merchants of Mexico paid for) attending to its equipment, arms, funds and the rest of the matters
connected with it until despatching it to the Plaza of Vera
Cruz. Likewise he had under his charge the inspection of
the Militias, Cavalry and the Infantry of the Archbishopric
of Mexico, and Diocese of Michoacan, executing it in the
same manner as is set forth with regard to the troop of the
dragoons, and respectively in other affairs which he had
conferred upon him, giving full satisfaction for the confidence justified by the documents of the above mentioned
Most Excellent Senor Viceroy. As Governor, he has made
two campaigns against the heathen Comanche, one in the
year of 1767 and the other in that of 1768. Santa Fe, December 31, 1774.
PEDRO FERMIN DE MENDINUETA.

(Rubric) .
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REPORT OF GOVERNOR MENDINUETA TO VICEROY BUCARELI,
MARCH

26, 1772'

Most Excellent Senor: My Dear Sir: On the 17th of
February of the current year, I received two letters from
your Excellency, one dated September 28th, and the other
October 19th of the last past year. In the first your Excellency was pleased to approve the means which I have
taken wIth the Comanche, constrained by necessity. For
this approval 1 am sending to your Excellency repeated
thanks. Although you ordered me in the first to report the
state of this province and what I shall judge appropriate for
its tranquility, to which I am attentive, in the second your
Excellency reiterated the same order. Having prepared an
exact account of th~ present state of this province, the
people with arms which it has for its defense, and the duties
to which they must attend, the manner by which improvement of those inhabitants can be secured, and the correction
and punishment of lawless ones who cause much damage,
I am giving to both letters the most exact and due compliallee.
The interior extent of this government from the settlement of the Spaniards which they commonly call Tome on
the south as far as the pueblo of San Geronimo de Indios
Taos, on the north includes fifty-five leagues; and from the
pueblo of Nuestra Senora de los Angeles de Indios Pecos on
the east as far as Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe de Indios
Zulli on the west, seventy leagues. In this considerable district live the inhabitants of this kingdom; both Spaniards
and Gente de Razon, as well as Christian Indians, but with
this difference that the pueblos of Indians are all grouped
1. Croix to Galvez, No. 217, Chihuahua, June 29, 1778, enclosing Report of
Mendinueta to Bucareli, March 26, 1772. (A. G. 1., Guadalajara 276) (A. G. 1.. old
signatura 103-4-18)
The date on this report should be March 26: .the date given is
May 26, doubtless a copyist's error. In the following report to Croix, Mendinueta
states he wrote this document on March 26; further, the document could by no
means have reached Bucareli by June 1 from New Mexico (if written on May 26)
the date the latter referred the paper to the Auditor as is indicated below.
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together, and for this reason more defensible, while of the
Spaniards there is no united settlement, so that to the dispersion of their houses the name of ranches or 'houses of the
field is properly given and not that of Villas and villages.
Their being indefensible has caused some of the advantageous frontiers to be abandoned, although I did considerable
to maintain them. In some I provided a squad of soldiers
destined for their defense, and in others furnished firearms
and munitions and have taken many other measures. But
the fear which has possessed their dwellers made all these
measures useless, upon the'latter realizing their unsupportable position and seeing the numerous warriors of the enemy who attack them.
No settlement of Spaniards nor Indians can be considered, or called the center, but frontiers, because they are
very remote from one another. This distance, filled in by
high sierras and rocky hills, make easy the entrance of
enemies into any of the areas. Incessant care is necessary,
which is kept up by reconnoitering the land (an activity
which rarely produces the end desired) to see in time if
enemies are approaching.
The Comanche nation invades and attacks these settlements by all routes; the Apache, from the west and south.
Although on the northwest the Utes and Navajos live, these
two nations are not ever peaceful, and while they may be,
the Comanches, because of this, do not refrain from attacking along the routes from the Ute dwellings. From this account your, Excellency will understand that the interior of
this kingdom is surrounded by enemies in such a manner
that in all its regions there is no safe place in which to keep
horse nor cattle herds and everywhere robberies are
suffered.
From what has been set forth, your Excellency will
come to understand that with the eighty soldiers which this
presidio has, it is not possible to guard so many and such
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distant settlements, nor either aid them in time, because the
news of the attack or robbery arrives after the event has
occurred, not a delay of hours but of days mostly. Moreover, these enemies, as soon as they finished their raid,
whether favorable or adverse, take flight precipitately, making any aid useless. To pursue them is essential. To these
soldiers are added settlers and these having their few
beasts of burden hobbled out spend precious time looking
for them, and thus it rarely happens that they are able to
overtake them.
The men who have offensive and defensive arms, Spaniards and Gente de Razon (with the exception of the presidials) and supplied with beasts of burden, hardly amount to
two hundred and fifty. But it is impracticable for these to
go out on a campaign because they cannot leave the settlements without defense and exposed to total ruin, nor either
help the invaded settlement because of the celerity with
which the enemy, who boast a large number of horses, make
their precipitate retreats, and the distances do not permit
it. It is to be noted that to set out on a campaign or to follow the enemy, it is necessary that each man have at least
three or four horses. As these barbarians have no fixed
domicile, they wander wherever they wish, finding opportunity to do so in very extensive lands. To locate them, it
is necessary to rove over different routes in which much
time and supplies, which must be carried, are consumed. An
equal number of Christian Indians, whose arms are arrows,
although some few have firearms, can aid in these affairs.
While the pueblos of Zuni, Acoma and Laguna are numerous
(these allies) cannot be drawn out of their pueblos both because they are at a great distance and because they have to
make little effort to defend themselves from the Apaches.
The occupations which the settlers, Spaniards and Indians, have besides the care of the few possessions of fields
and sown lands are: To assist in aiding an invaded settle-
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ment or the protection of it when there is indication that
enemies are approaching; to follow those who rob when
there is hope of overtaking them, with attention to the number of thieves and to what can be brought together quickly
in order to follow them; equipment of the beasts of burden,
and campaigning, when the governor holds it necessary,
without any stipend, all of which is required in order to enlarge the body of troops, provided by law, which attend to
these matters.
It appears to me, Sir, that considering what has been
related your Excellency will understand the condition and
state of this Province, the weak military power for its defense and the matters to which this power attends. Because,
while it abounds with men apt, scarcity of arms makes them
useless; much more so the lack of horses, for war in this
land cannot be made afoot.
One of the opportune means which can be taken is to
compel settlers of each region who live, as I have said, dispersed, to join and form their pueblos in plazas or streets
so that a few men could be able to defend themselves. From
this it will follow that they would unite more promptly for
their own defense, or give aid to another village. The pueblos placed in this close relationship would be respected by
the enemy.
The achievement of this means is impractical to a governor. With regard to the chur1ish types of settlers accustomed to live apart from each other, as neither fathers
nor sons associate with each other, if he wished to force
them to congregate, he would make an enemy against himself in each individual and populate the road of this Court
with complaints (as they customarily do). It is not foolhardy opinion which. persuaded me to the above statement,
but experience acquired from cases of less importance,
which have happened to my predecessors and to myself.
Force not intervening, persuasion does not serve for them.
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Only a superior and rigid mandate from your Excellency
will be adequate to facilitate the consolidation of these
settlers.
The formation of pueblos which 1 held above I consider
most useful for defense, but advances little that of offense to
intimidate the enemy. It may oblige them to be less overbearing and to struggle more. To achieve this offense, it
would be convenient to erect a presidio in the valley of Taos,
whose situation, because it is so advanced, distant more than
twenty-five leagues of bad road to the north: and has a
pueblo of warlike Indians and some settlers (and many
others who would be restored to their houses and fields
abandoned at present for fear of the Comanches) would
assure that frontier. Likewise, it would protect the pueblos
of Abiquiu, Santa Clara, San Yldefonso and Picuries and all
the districts of Spaniards belonging to the jurisdiction of
Santa Cruz de la Canada. It would be very difficult for the
Comanches who attack or rob in the said pueblos and districts, to return to their land without that presidio, with its
auxiliaries, cutting off their retreat.
These above mentioned frontiers being assured by that
presidio, this one (Santa Fe) would be free from the concern to look after the custody of the rest of the frontiers,
and to make war on the Apaches. There would always be
sufficient people to gO out on a campaign against any nation which might attack.
The pruq.ent and superior intelligence of your Excellency will correct the errors which I may make in complying with what was commanded in your two cited and valuable letters, holding for certain everything which is set
forth so far as the poverty of my intellect allows, and that
my true wish always desires to anticipate, serve and to
please your Excellency, whose life may God our Lord make
happy many long years.
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Santa Fe, New Mexico, May 26, 1772. Most Excellent
Senor, your most reverent and humble servant kisses the
hands of your Excellency. Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta.
Most Excellent Senor, Don Antonio de Bucareli y Ursua.
Mexico, June 1, 1772. To the Senor Auditor. Bucareli.
Most Excellent Senor: Your Excellency being pleased
can command that this report be sent to the Senor Fiscal in
order that in its view he may pray for that which he considers appropriate concerning the particulars to which it is
directed. Mexico, June 17, 1772. Don Domingo Varcarrel.
Mexico, June 23, 1772. To the Senor Fiscal. Bucareli.
Most Excellent Senor: In this report the governor of
New Me'Xico is answering the letters of September 28th and
October 19th of the last year of your Excellency. He gives
in the report a general explanation of the district of his
government and the nations which attack it, which are
principally the Apache and Comanche Indians; at times,
this, also, the Utes and Navajos are accustomed to do who
ate not always at peace. He refers to the state of the settlement with regard to the Christian Indians and the little
regularity which the Spaniards observe in their settlements,
and other inhabitants, proposing the means of arranging
the settlements to free their haciendas and ranches from
enemy invasion. He also speaks of the manner and difficulty which there is in making defensive and offensive war
on the enemies and that it is not possible for this reason to
take measures which are needed for this war.
Among the means which he proposes for defense is the
establishment or formation of pueblos of the Spaniards and
Gente de Razon respectively who live on ranches greatly
separated from one· another, and that in order that it be
done thus, it is necessary that your Excellency decree it by
a fixed order. For the purpose of making offensive .war
(may your Excellency decree) the establishing of a new
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presidio in the valley of Taos, whose situation, because it is
so advanced and distant from the capital, twenty-five
leagues of bad roadto the north, and has a pueblo of warlike
Indians, some settlers, and many others who would be restored to their houses and fields abandoned for the present
for fear of the Comanches, would safeguard that frontier.
Likewise it would cover the defense of the pueblos of
Abiquiu, Santa Clara, San Ildefonso, Pecuries, and other
ranches of Spaniards belonging to the Jurisdiction of Santa
Cruz de la Canada.
All this is in substance what this reply contains about
what the Fiscal is going to speak. It reduces itself to two
parts: the formation of settlements and the establishment
of the new presidio which the governor of New Mexico
proposes.
With regard to the first part, then, it is just and your
Excellency ought to command strictly and with all vigor
what Don Pedro Fermin de Mendinueta proposes so that its
observance will cause the enemy to avoid the invasions
which it is accustomed to make in those lands exposed along
their respective frontiers.
New Mexico recognizes two nations as its principal enemies: The Comanche which makes war from all sides, and
the Apache on the west and south. Sometimes it suffers
from the utes and Navajos on the northwest. The governor
says that these nations would be constrained a great deal if
on their frontiers people, distributed in ranches, were settled. In resolving so, the laws may be fulfilled, the best
principles of public law looked after and the advantages of
those who live there.
The settlements formed with skill and tact, their forces
would be united, each one of the settlers aided by others
would defend his possessions, drive back the enemy and
punish his audacity. This determination, accordingly, as
stated, is very advantageous and ought to be commanded
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fulfilled under a grave penalty and within a short time
because of the important ends which it has, without admitti~g any recourse which may be thrown in its road to interrupt it.
It is very possible that many, or the most, who live
dispersed in those ranches or villages may be intrusive owners of their lands or voluntary holdings. Thus little or no
injury is done to them in obliging them to organize settlements at a distance consistent with the fields of their haciendas, for which titles could be sent them as to new settlers.
For this purpose it would also be necessary to refuse them
the use of those which might be either without the indicated
limits of each settlement or very indefensible from the attacks of the enemy.
Thus the pueblos fortified and a barrier formed at proportionate distances on the borders or respective frontiers,
the center· would then go on growing and would assume
strength and hardiness to drive back the enemy, reduce it to
peace and tranquility in its lands, or perhaps dislodge it
and force it to look for others which we may not have occupied.
The conditions, locations, and the rest of the particulars which these pueblos will have to maintain after forming the barrier are sufficiently clear in our municipal laws,
and the advantage quite patent which those inhabitants will
enjoy by this measure, directed to encompass their spiritual
and temporal benefits. Besides it could be arranged that
for the time being the royal treasury would not have to undertake new expenses for the presidio which the governor
proposes, the second point about which it remains to speak.
The establishment of the presi!iio, in case it is conceived
necessary, ought to be resolved upon by a council of war and
treasury, but the Fiscal did not ask for it, beholding the
treasury under excessive charges and calls which incessantly weigh and oppress it, and on the other hand, prssum-
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ing that, \>vith the above mentioned measures, the lands of
that government of New Mexico will be established. These
things resolved upon and approved of by your Excellency
can be communicated to its governor charging him to observe in their execution all the skill which his zeal has well
shown for the royal service, and that your Excellency has
confidence in the success of his conduct in seeing the
frontiers protected wherever possible from the enemies by
the new settlements and the union of the settlers. In this
undertaking he will exercise proper mildness, without ceasing the work until its completion by all means of suavity and
kindness which his knowledge and prudence dictates to him,
assuring him that whatever appeal is made against it, will
be looked upon in the rigorous terms of justice, rejecting the
useless or impertinent ones.
This new founding of settlements on the frontiers of
the Comanches, Apaches, Navajos, and Utes requires some
time for their success and thus it will be convenient that
this governor be advised to report frequently or as many
times as he may be able of its progress or advances.
Unless perhaps your Excellency does not hold it preferable these points so important may be considered also in a
council, where your Excellency could expect confidently to
hear whatever may be necessary to achieve the desired idea,
holding in view the line of presidios which is agreed upon
by another held in the time of the most Excellent Senor,
Marques de Croix. Mexico, August 3, 1772. Areche.
Mexico, August 12, 1772. Remembering that which
the Senor Fiscal has set forth in his opinion, let this report
be discussed concerning the points which it contains, in the
first council of war and treasury to decide that which may
be considered useful and convenient to the service of the
king and the security of this province. Bucareli.
It is a copy of its original, I certify. Chihuahua, .June
29, 1778. Antonio Bonilla. (Rubric).
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REPORT OF GOVERNOR MENDINUETA TO COMMANDANTE-

1777'
My dear Sir: In a letter of February 18, last, your Lord':;
ship was pleased to command me that I make a report clear
and well circumstanced· of the evils which this province
suffers from and of the remedies which may be proper to
contribute to its relief. In its required compliance I shall
set forth to your Lordship both with clarity and reflection
whatever knowledge r have acquired in this country may
permit me.
r have supposed that your Lordship has seen that which
r represented to the Most Excellent Senor Viceroy, dated
March 26 of the past year of 72, in which I stated the extent of territory which this province occupies; the dispersion of its settlers; the number ,of barbarous nations which
surround and harry it with incessant robberies, attacks and
murders; and the impracticability with which this single
company can go to defend the invaded frontiers, sometimes
because of distance or because, even while the news is arriving, the enemies have succeeded in causing a number of
deaths among the settlers and Indians dispersed in their
fields, even though the pueblo invaded is not very far. Having captured women and children, destroyed herds, they flee
rapidly with all they can steal. Although the troop and
militia who can assemble may set out with the greatest
promptness, it is almost always fruitless because of the
marked advantage which the Indians obtain. Thus it happens many times that our people march, in less than three
days, seventy and eighty leagues without overtaking them.
The circumstances not having improved, which I before set
forth with regard to the evils from which it suffers, I must
add that at present the province is reduced to the most deplorable state and greatest poverty as much because of the
GENERAL TEODORO DE CROIX,

1. Croix to Galvez. No. 217. Chihuahua, June 29. 1778. enclosing Report of
Mendinueta to Croix. Santa Fe. November 3. 1777. Guadalajara 276. (A. G. 1.)
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sterility of the years which have intervened as because of
the greater vigor of hostile attacks from which it has
suffered.
In order to provide it with some relief, I propose then
the erection of a new presidio in the valley of San Geronimo
de Taos, twenty-five leagues to the north of this capital.
This, with a competent number of settlers (which would be
without doubt added to its shelter because of the fertility
and commodiousness of the region) would protect from the
Comanche nation all the Indian pueblos and districts of
Spaniards of the jurisdiction of La Canada, serving likewise
as a great check upon the numerous Ute nation, against
which, although it is peaceful, it is necessary to maintain a
continuous guard because of the natural inconstancy of the
gentiles, and to overlook some injuries.
This because of its advanced situation on the north I
consider the most useful against the cited Comanche nation
since it would be easy to cut off any retreat whatever which
this enemy made from the interior pueblos and free the
present presidio from this attention, so that the latter can
dedicate itself to aiding the pueblos of the Queres and Spaniards of the jurisdiction of Albuquerque, driving back the
Comanches and Apaches which may enter from the
southeast.
The old pueblo of Socorro, which is on the banks of the
del Norte, abounding with lands of worked fields, pastures,
woods and forests, is distant from this capital about fiftyfive leagues and from EI Sabinal, the last settlement of this
province, twelve leagues to the south. It offers, because of
its fertility, convenience for establishing two hundred families. In the intermediate distance of twelve leagues, another three settlements could be set along the bank of the
same river, each one of three hundred families, with sufficient lands for cultivation, pastures, and the rest of the
necessary things.
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To the west of the cited pueblo between those of Acoma,
Laguna and Zuni, (which are as if separated from the body
of this government, because of a distance of forty leagues,
the last to the west of the Villa of Albuquerque, and of fifteen to twenty the first two), an open door remains.
Through it the Apaches enter continuously to rob and
kill as far as the center of this province. Through it also
they have a clear and pernicious communication with the
Navajo nation with whom the Apache nation made a close
alliance in the last war it had with us. This nation, although small, possesses a very rugged land to the west of
this government in a recess which the three pueblos referred
to, Acoma, Laguna, and Zuni, form. The latter establish
their frontier against the Gilas but leave open highways for
Gila incursions and communications. For this reason each
day sees the Navajo nation becoming more suspicious of
ourselves and I consider them (not without reason) as a
hidden enemy.
To the southeast of the above-mentioned old pueblo of
Socorro at a distance of forty leagues, is the Sierra Blanca
settled throughout with Apaches, who likewise attack this
province, as much by way of the east as of the west of the
same pueblo. There are various spots in which Apaches live
some times of the year, and which serve as a stopping place
to those who come both from the Sierra Blanca and from
the Gila.
If in this pueblo a presidio of fifty men is established
with the addition of one hundred families of settlers who
can be accommodated fully in its shelter, I consider it would
be of the greatest importance. For, as much from the east
as from the west it will be necessary to dislodge by incessant harrying the enemy, who are accustomed to live on
both sides. They would dare less to enter, as at present, to
rob as far as the center of this province, and in case of their
doing so, that presidio having prompt advice will be invalu-
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able in cutting them off and punishing them on their retreat
because of its advanced situation. It would prevent, in part,
the communication of the Gilas with the Navajos and facilitate the foundation of the three indicated settlements in order to join hands with the rest of this government, an undertaking which coincides with what was provided for in
the new royal regulation of his Majesty in article twentyfive of the Instruction.
The point of uniting the settlers in formal settlements,
I consider each day more indispensable, both for their defense and temporal advantage as well as for their spiritual
welfare. As for their defense, thus they will be more respected by the enemy. United they will be able to drive
back the enemy more easily. They will leave their families
safe when they go out to their work and if they engage in
helping another settlement, it will be with entire promptness and with a competent number to do so with the most
security, and not as it happens now that upon coming to aid
by ones and twos, according to their scattered situation,
they are customarily victims of the enemy who are coming
to attack. As for their temporal advantage. thus they will
live more socially, assisting each other mutually with human
companionship. Their rough spirits will be softened by
contact. As for spiritual welfare, thus the justices will be
able to administer justice with ease, avoid scandals and public evils, discover robberies, which they are now accustomed
to hide, and make each one fulfill his respective obligations.
It will be more easy for the clergy to administer to them
and educate them in the most important mysteries of our
Holy Faith. Of this I consider the greatest part very ignorant, since they hardly hear the ceremony of mass any
day of the year, and only will come together on the days of
the festivals to implore divine aid.
The two presidios established on the north and south
of this province, as referred to above, three settlements es-
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tablished in the neighborhood of the last, for which the
people of this kingdom can supply everything, and the
people having been assembled in pueblos, the enemies without any doubt, would see themselves in a few years expelled,
the haciendas increased, the fields more cultivated. These
forces could be useful to the two provinces of Sonora and
New Vizcaya in their further operations during campaigns
toward the center of Gila, Seven Rivers and the rest of the
places inhabitated by the enemies.
This is as much in such an important matter as has occurred to my inconsiderable understanding to inform your
Lordship in compliance with my obligation, in order that
you may determine that which may be for your superior
pleasure, which will be the best.
Santa Fe, November 3, 1777. Your most attentive and
obedient servant kisses the hands of your Lordship. Pedro
Fermin de Mendinueta. Senor Cavallero de Croix.
It is a copy of its original which I certify. Chihuahua,
June 29, 1778. Antonio Bonilla. (Riibric).
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THE ZUNIGA ,JOURNAL, TUCSON TO SANTA FE
The Opening of a Spanish Tnule Route, 1788-179.5

By
AT THE

GEORGE

P.

HAMMOND

very end of the eighteenth century, when the colo-

f-\. nial empire of Spain was tottering to its fall, the officials of New Spain inaugurated a movement to establish a
direct trade route between the province of Sonora and
Santa Fe, the capital of Ne1 ' Mexico. The object was to
open a route which would f: ;ilitate the exchange of goods
between these two province: to their mutual benefit, for it
would be much shorter thaI' the road by way of EI Paso, so
it was thought.'
The story of how this scheme was launched and developed is particularly interesting because of its novelty, very
little having hitherto appeared on the subject. Bancroft
merely says that "Lieutenant-colonel Jose Zuniga is said
to have explored, in 1794, a route from Sonora to New
Mexico, by way of Tucson and Zuni, but of particulars
nothing is known.'" As a matter of fact it was an important project, and received the attention of the viceroy and of
the commandant-general of the Interior Provinces, the official especially concerned, and others, and this at a time
when European affairs, notably the French Revolution,
were beginning to be felt in America.
The subject is likewise of interest because of the explorations carried on in eastern Arizona and western New
Mexico above the Gila, territory which till then had evidently not been reconnoitered by the Spaniards to any extent. And we must not overlook the fact that this proposed
1. Pedro de Nava to Conde del Campo de Alange, Chihuahua, July 9. 1795.
Archivo General de India., 103-5-11,
2. Bancroft, H. H., History of Arizona and New Mexico. 397, San Francisco,
1889.
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trade route lay right through the heart of the Apache country. What a problem that offered the Spaniards, for these
mountaineers had always been their enemy; and as for the
Apaches, what an opportunity for stealing cattle and horses,
and perchance for taking scalps!
There are very early references to such a route as here
mentioned. Father Eusebio Francisco Kino spoke about
establishing trade relations between New Mexico and
Sonora in his day and thought it feasible. He substantiated
his idea by noting that such a commerce had existed in the
past, before the Pueblo revolt of 1680 in New Mexico. In
fact he says that "the Spaniards of those provinces used to
come by way of Apacheria to these, our most remote Pimas
Sobaiporis, to barter hatchets, cloth, sackcloth, blankets,
chomite, knives, etc., for maize.""
In later times it is indicated that Juan Bautista de
Anza, then governor of New Mexico, made an expedition, toward the end of 1780, with the same object in view.'
Nothing came of it, however, and it was not till the latter
part of 1788 that the exploration was actually attempted
by another and from the opposite direction. On September
22 of that year Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, commandant-general of the western division of the Provincias Internas, reported to the viceroy that a respectable detachment from
Sonora was about to reconnoiter the Sierra of the San
3. Bolton. Herbert E., Spanish E",p!oration in the Southwest. 453, New York,
1916; Kino's Historical Memoir of Pimeria Alta, I, 53, Cleveland, 1919.
4. Nava to Alange, op. cit., July 9, 1795. Governor Ansa left Santa Fe on November 9, 1780, accompanied by a large body of troops, settlers and Indian allies, and
the Chihuahua caravan. At a point half way between Albuquerque and El Paso, the
force under Ansa turned off to look for a route connecting with the Gila River. whence
he hoped to find another, communicating with the settlements of Sonora. Meanwhile,
two expeditions. one from Nueva VizcaY8 and one from Sonora. were sent north to
co-operate with him. The rough character of the Sierra of Las Mimbres and Mogollon, however, forced Ansa to turn south to find water. The three parties did not
make a junction and Ansa finally came out on the Camino Real, which connected
the above two provinces, somewhat east of the Presidio of Las Nutrias. From here
they followed the road to Arispe, arriving there on the eighteenth of December, 1780.This information was supplied by Dr. Alfred B. Thomas, of the University of Oklahoma. who is preparing a study of Ansa's administration.
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Francisco river, and also the Sierra de Mogollon. Don
Manuel de Echeagaray, captain of the presidio of Santa
Cruz," commanded the force. It consisted of 280 "leather
jackets," recruited on the Sonora frontier, at Bacoachi,
Bavispe, Buenavista, some of the troops being 6patas and
Pimas, and of 120 men from the presidios of Janos and San
Buenaventura.'
The other officers included the following: Ensign Don
Nicolas Leiva, from the presidio of Altar; Lieutenant Don
Manuel de Albizu, from that of Pitic; Lieutenant Don
Manuel Carrazco, from San Buenaventura; Sergeant Marcial Grijalva, from Bacoachi. The chaplain of the presidio
of Altar, Fray Enrriquez Cenizo, accompanied the expedition on the entire trip.'
These various companies were to unite at some point
along the Gila river, whereupon scouting parties would be
sent out to reconnoiter the Sierras of San Francisco and
Mogollon, though Echeagaray was left free to act as circumstances might dictate. The expedition had supplies to
last sixty or seventy days, according to Loyola."
The Echeagaray expedition took place during October
and November of 1788. All attempts to locate the journal
which he kept and which he frequently refers to in his re5. Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola to Don Manuel Antonio FI6rel'~. San Bartholome,
September 22, 1788. Archivo General, Mexico, Provincius In[,ernas, Torno 128. All
the documents cited in the following pages will he from the Archivo General of
Mexico unless otherwise noted.
6. The Santa Cruz here referred to was in the San Pedro Valley, about fifteen
or twenty miles on the Arizona side of the international boundary line of today.
7. Loyola to Florez. op cit., September 22, 1788. Bancroft notes that as part of
the general reorganization carried out on the northern border since the establish..
ment of the Provincias Internas as a separate jurisdiction (1776), "an 6pata company was organized, with headquarters at Bacoachi. It was officered. in part. by
Spaniards, consisted of eighty-five men. and rendered excellent service for many
years." This was in 1784. History of the North Mexican States, 681, San Francisco,
1884.
8. Manuel de Echeagaray to Jacobo Ugarte y Loyola, San Bernardino, November 27, 1788. Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
9. Loyola to Florez, op cit., September 22, 1788. I am deeply ohligated to Mr.
Lansing B. Bloom, editor of the REVIEW, for digging up these letters this fall, during
his stay in Mexico City.
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ports, have been unavailing, but I have several fairly detailed letters from Echeagaray to his superiors which indicate what transpired on the journey. The following summary is taken from these advance reports.
Captain Echeagaray's first letter, sent from San Marcial on October 4,'° showed that on the first of that month,
he had fought a battle with the Apaches in the "Sierra de
la Florida," possibly the modern Santa Teresa or Pinalefio
Mountains,ll and that on the same day, two of his Apache
guides, Xavier and Carlos, fled. He also related how the
Indians were planning an attack on Altar or Cienega, and
how, for that purpose, they were going to leave their families in the Santa Rita Mountains, This was dire news, in
view of the absence of so many troops, and the report was
carried by fast messenger to Bacoachi, seventy-five leagues
from San Marcial, in thirty-six hours, and to Arispe the following day. Here Anza took prompt measures to frustrate'
the plots of the Apaches. The presidial officers were cautioned to be on their guard and also to send scouting parties
into the Santa Ritas to forestall possible Indian attacks."'
Two weeks later, i. e" October 20, we again learn of
the whereabouts of the troops. They were on the Gila,
which they had reached two days previous. During this
time they had seized a few Indians at the Gila "toward the
Sierra 'del Potrero de Bernave,'''" and later a number of
Apaches surrendered themselves to the Spaniards, notably
Compa and Chacho, and joined them in chasing their erstwhile friends, who were still roaming the inhospitable
mountain and desert fastnesses. It was obviously better to
be among those doing the chasing and shooting than to be
10. Manuel de Echeagaray to Antonio Denojiant, Camp of San Marcial, October 4, 1788. Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
11. See Bolton's map· in Kino's HistoriCal Memoir, II, 235. Cf. also note 49
below.
12. Juan Bautista de Ansa to Loyola, Arispe, October 13, 1788. Provincias Interna8, Tomo 128.
13. Letter of Manuel de Ecbeagaray, Camp at the Gila, October 20, 1788.
Provincias Internas, Torno 128.
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chased and shot at. These new friends then led Echeagaray
over "hot" trails to the enemy rancherias with the result
that the Apaches lost forty-one persons. This was up the
Gila "toward Santa Lucia."
On October 17, Lieutenant Don Narciso Tapia arrived
at the camp on the Gila with Division 2, composed of 151
men. The cavalry he brought were in poor condition and
supplies were already running low, wherefore Lieutenant
Don Manuel de Albizu was sent to Fronteras with most of
the prisoners."
When Juan Bautista de Anza, the military-commandant, received the news of the Apache defection to the Spanish causes, he at once notified Echeagaray of an official order
that no leader of a detachment had the right to make such
favorable terms with the enemy as he had done. He must
fight and kill or seize as many as possible, or the Indians
might surrender as prisoners of war, but he had no right
to enlist the enemy as members of his own army.'· He sent
a copy of this admonition to his superior, Loyola, and received a mild rebuke in return. Loyola complimented Anza
for his zeal, but reminded him that Echeagaray's scouts
were doing splendid work in locating the enemy rancherias.
He also noted that Compa, one of the friendly scouts, and
others, were friends or relatives of the Chiricahuas and to
offend them would not be expedient. He must especially
be tactful in dealing with them, heed his "choice of words,"
be careful and considerate in his treatment of them, and see
to it that every promise made was scrupulously fulfilled. In
short, Loyola required that the rules be forgotten and that
Echeagaray use his own judgment in prosecuting the campaign.Ie
Late in October, began the serious task of finding a
suitable route through the mountains from Arizona to New
Mexico. The troops left the "Casita de Gila" on October
14.
16.
16.

Ibid.
Ansa to Echeagaray, Arispe, October 27, 1788, in ibid.
Loyola to Ansa. December 2. 1788, in ibid.
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23/ and pushed on to reconnoiter the Mogollon and the
Sierra de San Francisco. The captives which they took between the twenty-third and twenty-fifth reported there
were no enemies in the Sierra de Mogollon, and Echeagaray
believed that his reconnaissances in the canyons verified
their statements. As to the Sierra de San Francisco, they
reconnoitered it "from east to west and from south to
north," says the report, until they arrived at the plains that
would lead them to New Mexico.'8 On the return they went
from "north to south by a different road," and on this trip
discovered the pass leading to the pueblo of Zuni. By this
time the horses were giving out, and as the troops were encumbered with some fifty-odd prisoners, they decided to return to the Gila, which they did, hoping then to make a new
attempt to reach Zuni. But at the Gila they received reports of a rancheria in the "Sierra de Cobre,"'" so they went
there instead and fought an engagement with the enemy
on November 9, in which several Apaches were captured
and killed.
After this victory the forces again went back to the
Gila, determined to make the crossing to Zuni. But the
troops were destitute; some had not even a day's provisions
left. This necessitated a change of plans, and Captain
Echeagaray therefore proceeded to Pitic, Altar, and Buenavista with sixty-six prisoners, while Lieutenant Don Manuel
de Albizu, with 130 men, was sent down the Gila on a reconnaissance. He left November 13, and on the fifteenth attacked the enemy, killing one warrior and taking sixteen
captives.''" Meanwhile Ensign Don Nicolas Leiva, setting
7

17. The "Casita de Gila" was doubtless one of the ruins of which there were
many in the Gila Valley. Cf. the description of American visitors in this region,. in
Emory. W. R .. Notes of a Military Reconnoissnnce• . . . Washington, 1848, under the
entries beginning October 22, p. 63.
18. Echeagaray to Ansa, San Bernardino, November 19, 1788. Provincial< Internas, Torno 128.
19. This was probably in the vicinity of the Santa Rita copper mines.
20. The results of Albizu's exploration are given in Echeagaray's letter to Ansa.
Ssn Bernardino, November 21. 1788. Provincias Internas. Torno 128. Just above it
is reported by Echeagaray that Albizu went to Fronteras with prisoners. Apparently
that is an error.
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out from San Simon with a smaller force of 58 men, explored
the Chiricahua Mountains, but he found no trace of hostile
Apaches. This information is contained in a letter of
Echeagaray to Anza, written on November 19, 1788, at San
Bernardino. 21
When Juan Bautista de Anza received these reports he
was very enthusiastic over the repeated blows given the
enemy and over the faithfulness and constancy of the
Apaches, especially of those who had come over to Echeagaray during the campaign. Above all, the fact that the
expedition had succeeded in the major part of its objective,
namely, in finding the pass to New Mexico, even though they
had not reached its settlements, pleased the commandant.
But he insisted that there must be other expeditions like
Echeagaray's, for then the barbarians would soon be overcome.""
The immediate and tangible fruits of the expedition
were 54 dead, of whom perhaps 25 were braves, 125 prisoners, the enlistment of 55 of the enemy as friends and alliesa total of 234, and the recapture of 61 mounts. This was
considered very good, and the results would, perhaps, have
been greater, said Viceroy Revilla Gigedo, if the lack of supplies and animals had not been so serious.""
The following chart of the results of the expedition was
compiled by Echeagaray at San Bernardino on November
19, 1788. The chart does not include the 55 Apaches who
voluntarily went over to Echeagaray during the campaign,
some of whom served very effectively as scouts. Nor does
it include the "foreign" horses captured-these they gave
21. Echeagaray to Ansa, op cit., November 19, 1788. San Bernardino is just
below the southeast corner of the Arizona line.
22. Ansa to Loyola, Arispe, November 24, 1788. Provincia. Interna., Tomo 128.
That Loyola was much pleased is evident from his reply to Ansa, San Bartolome
December 12, 1788, for he said he was recommending a lieutenant-colonelcy for
Echeagaray.
23. Loyola to Ansa, op cit., December 12, 1788; and the viceroy to Loyola, Mexico, January 14, 1789. Both are in Provincia. Internas, Tomo 128.
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to the Apache allies-nor the results of Lieutenant Albizu's
expedition down the Gila:'

Chart of Echeagaray's Expedition, 1788
Date

Oct.

"
"
"
"
"
"

1,
8,
14,
15,
16,
17,
23,
25,
26,
27,

28,
29,
29,
30,
Nov. 9,

"
"
"
"

Stopping Places

in La Florida ----------in the Slopes of Bernave __
South of the Mogollon ____
in Canyon of Santa Teresa
in EI Picacho ----------in San Victor ----------in the Arroyo del Picacho _
in Canyon of the Junction
of San Francisco -------In Deep Canyon _________
in Sierra de San Francisco,
at the River _____________
in the same Sierra ________
in the Valley of Victoria __
in Valley of Quegoca _____
in Los Pinones ---------in the Sierra del Cobre ___

Others
Warriors
Dead Alive Dead Alive

1

6
8
7

18
3

23
8

6

2
4
22
2
6

1
3
20
26
3
16

28

107

160

1
1
1
3
4

2
1
1
1

11

5
1

3
1

4

Total ___________________ 21

4

Total Mounts

7
4
25
1
6
9
8

1

5

6
4
19

1
1

10
10
7

29

During the next few years the officials in Arispe and
Mexico City often pushed new plans for the opening of the
western route to Santa Fe. A favorable opportunity came
in 1790, when both New Mexico and Sonora were in a
tranquil state. Loyola urged Brigadier General Don
Enrique de Grimarest, who had replaced Anza as militarycommandant, to take the necessary steps for sending Echeagaray out to complete the task.'" Loyola thought that the
Indians were then unsuspicious and would be completely deceived by such an expedition at that particular time and he
24. Echeagaray to Ansa, in ibid.
25. Loyola to Viceroy Revilla Gigedo, Hacienda de Ia Noria, September 14, 1790.
Arch. Gen., Mexico, HiBtoria, Tomo 62.
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urged Grimarest to consult with Echeagaray in every detail
concerning the organization of the force.
The viceroy approved the project at once, but owing to
the intercession of Grimarest in his own behalf, yielded to
the latter's "solicitude" and ordered that he be given the
command in place of Echeagaray.27 Following this change,
steps were taken to assemble the soldiers for the march.
On January 15, 1791, Pedro de Nava, commandant of the
western division of the Provincias Internas, informed
Grimarest that he would tend to that matter; but owing to
delays in his itinerary in Coahuila,28 he did not finally act
till March 20, 1791, when he required Don Antonio de
Cordero, the military-commandant of New Vizcaya, to have
one hundred men from his province at Janos by May 1,1791,
together with the proper officers, sufficient ammunition, and
with five strong horses per man. To this force he was to
add other troops from Sonora, as deemed necessary.'" That
this order was much belated seems obvious.
Then in a twinkling everything seemed to happen. The
opportune moment, i. e., before the coming of the hot
season, passed; the troops were not recruited for lack of
time:" And on April 11, 1791, Grimarest informed the
viceroy that New Vizcaya was in a critical situation. Everywhere the Apaches attacked in growing numbers, even invading the interior parts of the province. He therefore
gave up the exp~dition to New Mexico, for "we must think
only of devising adequate means to punish thoroughly the
enemy, and we must carry our arms to the lands from which
they come."" The viceroy approved this change on May 25,
1791."2
2

'

26.

Loyola to Henrique de Grimarest, Hacienda de la Noria, September 14, 1790.

in ibid.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

The viceroy to Loyola, Mexico, October 12, 1790, in ibid.
Pedro de Nava to the viceroy, Chihuahua, January 2:0. 1792, in ihid.

Pedro de Nava to Henrique de Grimarest, Saltillo, March 20, 1791, in ibid.
Grimarest to Nava, Arispe. April 11, 1791, in ibid.
Grimarest to the viceroy, Arispe, April 11. 1791, in ibid.
The viceroy to the intendant of Sonora, Mexico, May 25, 1791, in ibid.
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The postponement of Grimarest's expedition, just
noted, proved to be for three years, during which time
trouble with the Apaches was incessant. In 1795, at length,
the project was carried through. On February 9 of that
year, Echeagaray, who had not given up hope of being the
one definitely to explore the new trade route, took the initiative and suggested to Pedro de Nava that the time was ripe
for sending a force through to New Mexico. Nava approved the proposal, but indicated that in view of Echeagaray's office (he was now military-commandant) he could
not lead the soldiers, but should name another in whom he
had full confidence. The man whom Echeagaray chose was
the captain of the presidio of Tucson, Don Jose de Zuniga,
who was fully instructed as to the objects of his exploration.ll:J
The troops given Zuniga consisted of 140 soldiers and 8
Apache scouts from Bacoachi. They were supplied with
provisions for fifty days. Each man had three mounts and
some had, in addition, a saddle mule:'
Zuniga was instructed to reach the western pueblos of
New Mexico "by the pass in the San Francisco Mountains."
This was his prime object. Starting from the abandoned
presidio of Santa Cruz, he was to take the most direct route
to the "ermita" of the Gila, and from there by El Picacho
and the Valle de Los Angeles "enter by the western end of
the Mogollon to the Rio de San Francisco," from where he
was to traverse the pass in the San Francisco Mountain,
following Echeagaray's route of 1788.""
Pedro de Nava urged a more direct route. In his
opinion the Echeagaray course would be too far away from
Santa Fe, in fact, several hundred miles west of it, and
33. For this information, see Manuel de Echeagaray t,o Jose de Zuniga, Arispe.
March 31. 1795 (A. G. I., 103-5-11) and Pedro de Nava to Conde del Campo de Alange,
op cit.• July 9, 1795.
34. Echeagaray to Zuniga. op. cit.. Marc.h 31, 1795.
35. Ibid., and Nava to Alange, op. cit .. July 9, 1795.
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would only lead to the Hopi country or to Zuni,3' His advice
fell on fruitless soil.
Notwithstanding the fact that the trade route was
most important, Zuniga was ordered to be diligent in punishing the Apaches, both going and coming. Special scouts
were to be made whenever possible, and all Indian tracks
followed up. Echeagaray was very explicit in this matter,
realizing, of course, that no trade route could exist with
numerous hostile Apaches infesting its borders."7
The return was to be by the most direct route where
water was available. The line of march was to be marked
by chopping off branches from the trees or by driving stakes
into the ground as signs, and the fullest report possible was
to be kept of everything concerning the new route.
Captain Zuniga was fortunate in having eight Apache
scouts, two of whom knew the country well. One called
Stosti, or Stoci, had been as far as the New Mexico country."
The campaign began at Tucson on April 9, 1795, and
lasted till May 29, when it was reached again.·· The troops
followed approximately the route of the Southern Pacific
Railway of today east from Tucson, and crossed the San
Pedro river north of Benson. As they went eastward, they
probably passed through the Little Dragoon Mountains, and
farther on through Railroad Pass, as it is now called, north
of, the Dos Cabezas Mountains. From here they crossed the
San Simon Valley and struck the Gila, possibly near the
Arizona-New Mexico line. A good deal of reconnoitering
followed from this time on, but they continued in a general
northerly direction to the San Francisco river, scouting the
Mogollon Range to the east and also the "Sierra del Telar,"
or San Francisco Mountains, to the west of the river. Here
they found a pass and made their way northward to Zuni,
which they reached on May 1. At the pueblo they met a
36.
37.
38.
39.

Nava to the viceroy, Chihuahua, January 20, 1792. Historia, Torno 62.
Echeagaray to Zuniga, op cit., 19Iarch 31, 1795.
Ibid.
The journal, translated below, is found in A. G. I .. 103-5-11.
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Franciscan friar, whose name is not mentioned, but who
courteously offered Zuniga couriers, by whom he sent a message to the governor of New Mexico, asking for two scouts
to accompany the expedition on its return. The Franciscan
assured them they should have a reply in six days, but as
this failed Zuniga began the return march on May 7, proceeding but slowly at first, so that the governor's couriers
might still overtake him. The expedition was divided, in
order that two explorations might be made, all reuniting
again at the San Francisco River. At various times the
Apaches came near, and, in one instance, wounded fourteen
horses. At another time their warning smoke signals were
seen rising from the mountain tops.
Captain Zuiiiga was now worried, since he had not done
any special damage to the Apaches and the campaign was
drawing to a close. Accordingly he sent our further scouting parties and proceeded toward the Gila, which they
crossed on May 22, and the next day the ensign, Don
Marcial, met the main party at "La Ch~naga Salada," in the
San Simon Valley, south of Solomonsville twenty-five or
thirty miles. Don Marcial had been to the Rio de la Sangre
de Christo, doubtless north of the Gila. Captain Zuniga
now sent him to investigate the Dos Cabezas and Chiricahua
Ranges for hostile Apaches, while Don Manuel de Arbizu
was sent to look for some stray horses. Both were equally
unsuccessful, whereupon the expedition broke up. Zuniga,
with his troops went to Tucson, which he reached on May
29. The Bacoachi and Fronteras troops left at the San
Pedro on May 27, and· the next day the Tubac soldiers departed for their presidio.
Captain Zuniga appears to have been unhappy over the
results of his expedition, only one warrior and four others
having been killed and five Apaches made prisoners.'" The
fact that he had not received more information about the
new trade route he attributed in part to the situation at
40. This information regarding the prisoner is given by Nava in letter to Conde
del Campo de Alange, op.. cit;., July 9, 1795. The rest of the summary is from
Zuniga"s journal.
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Zuni, for the Franciscan friar had only recently arrived
there and the alcalde could not provide the explanations desired. Zuniga was especially grieved because he had not
found the Apache chief, Esquigoca, or Quegoca, for whom
they had made a special search.
The reaction of the authorities in Sonora is indicated
in a letter of Pedro de Nava, the commandant of the western
Provincias Internas, when he urged that the exploration be
repeated in order that the route might be well identified.
That would make it safer for the pack trains to go from one
province to the other. A pack train could reach Zuni in
twenty-two days, he noted, and in fourteen more could be
in Santa Fe." His hopes failed of realization with the
crumbling of the government of Mexico, incident to the
revolutionary disturbances which were ushered in just after
1800. A translation of Jose de Zuniga's journal follows.
JOURNAL AND REPORT OF THE FORCE OF A
CERTAIN EXPEDITION
Tupson, May 29, 1795

Report which sets forth the forces of the expedition
described in this journaL"
Companies

Captains Ensigns Sergeanta Corporals Carabineer Soldiers

Fronteras
Santa Cruz
Tupson
1
Altar
Bacuachi
Tubac
Apache Scouts_
Total

1

1
1
1
1

1
2
1
2

21
16
16
21
25
26

25
20
21
25
26
26
8

1

6

6

125

151

1

4

Total

2
1
2
1

List of the commissioned officers and the sergeant who
took part in the said expedition:
Captain Don Jose de Zuniga.
Adjutant, Ensign Don Antonio Narbona.'"
41.

For these hopes, see Nava to Alange, op. cii., July 9, 1795.
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Ensign Don Manuel Grijalva.
Ensign Don Juan Felipe Belderrain.
Ensign Don Manuel de Arbizu.
Sergeant Juan Martinez.
April 9, 1795-1 set out on my march with the troops of
this company for the abandoned presidio of Santa Cruz,
and halted at the Cienaga of the Pimas:'
April lo---,At break of day we began the march and
arrived at the above-mentioned place of Santa Cruz, where
I met the divisions of my expedition, their commanders informing me that nothing unusual had occurred.'"
April ll-The appointment of the force of the fatigueparty was made and fifty-one men remained with the main
body,"
April 12-Leaving an order that they should follow
with the main body three days after my departure for La
Cienaga de Santa Eulalia, I began my march with one hundred men at ten o'clock in the morning, and in the afternoon I called a halt atLas Bolas de la Pefiazcosa."
April 13-At dawn, I continued the march and spent
the night at Santa Teresa Springs, having in this and the
42. The following translation is based on the manuscript copy of the journal in
the Archivo General de Indias, 103-5-11. It may also be found, in printed form, in
Aurora. Peri6dico Cientifico y Militar. Num. 1, Torno 1, Mexico, 1835, PP. 269-278,
under the title: "Espedicion de Nuevo Mexico a Sonora. Diario que form6 el
capitan D. Jose de Zuniga. en 18 espedicion destinada al reconocimiento, Bpertura y
perfeccion del camino del Nueva Mexico, para abrir el comercio con la provincia de
Sonora." Some explanatory notes were added by the editor of that magazine. Cf.
Wagner, H. R. The Spanish Southwest, 1542-1794, p. 274, Berkeley, 1924.
43. The term ensign was used to denote the lowest commissioned officer.
44. This was near the modern Pantano. The word cienaga means a marshy
place.
45. The Santa Cruz here referred to was in the San Pedro Valley, possibly in the
vicinity of Benson.
46. The fatigue party seems to have been the scouting force.
47. Literally, the mountainous rocks. This was in a canyon east or northeast
of Benson.

)
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past day inspected La Peiiazcosa, Cabezas, and the Playa of
the Pimas. 4•
April14-I sent the infantry to investigate La Florida'·
and in the evening of the same day, they united with the
camp in Quilcho Pass without finding any tracks.
April i5-At dawn, the march continued.
They
crossed the Cienaga Salada and pitched camp at its
borders."·
April i6-In the morning, they crossed the Gila River
and the reconnoitering troops and eight Apache scouts proceeded to examine the bad lands through Chibato Pass, and
not encountering any tracks, they passed the night in the
abov.,e-mentioned pass.
April 17-At daybreak, the infantry proceeded through
the bad lands and about ten o'clock in the morning, reunited
with our troop. I directed that forty men should follow
some tracks while I remained under cover.
April i8-About four in the afternoon, the infantry
returned. They informed me that they had followed the
tracks and that at a distance of about three leagues they had
found the rancheria, which was deserted because they had
been heard.
April i9-Upon day breaking, I continued up an
arroyo. Although it seemed to us, at first, that the outlets
of this creek were toward the river we had crossed, we were
undeceived later, and as this arroyo was unknown to us we
named it La Casa del Arroyo de los Tres Alamos."' Here we
ran across the tracks of some hunters and, while I remained
with the cavalry, the infantry went on and at a distance of
48. They had apparently reached the Pinalefio Mountains. The Playa of the
Plmas was in the region between the Dragoons and the Ohiricahuas. These playas
were basin shaped areas that received the drainage from the surrounding country.
49. Bolton suggests. with a question mark, that La Florida might have been identical with the Santa Teresa Mountains, north of the Pinalefios. If so, I am inclined
to think the term covered the latter as well. Of.Kino's Historical Memoir, II, 235.
50. The Oienaga Salada was the San Simon Valley.
5!. Literally. the house by the creek of the three poplars.
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about two leagues, captured a woman and two boys. The
Apache scouts continued forward with the oldest boy.
Night fell upon the troops and while filing through a narrow
place the Indians began to shriek at them from the woods
because they had killed their captives. After repulsing the
enemy, they returned to the camp without further disturbance, informing me that they surely must have wounded
some of the hostile Indians.
April 2o-As the enemy was heard in this direction I
crossed over to the east, guided bythe Apache, Stoci.52 We
rested at the mouth of the canyon where they killed the animals of Lieutenant Colonel Don Joseph Saenz Rico, and continuing on we spent the night at the river of San Juan Nepomuceno~53

April 21-The reconnoitering troops continued investigating. After resting at EI Alamo, I spent the night in a
cienaga, which is in the Sierra de Los Ayudantes.
April 22-Having united with the infantry, I reached
the main body at the side of Santa Leogarda54 about eleven
in toe morning. The officer reported concerning his charge,
that nothing of importance had happened, except that he
had left three animals on the march, two worn out and one
which went astray with a halter.
April 23-The .men of the fatigue party were named.
Ensign Don Manuel de Arbizu remained in charge of the
main body, with forty-six soldiers, with orders that eight
days after my departure, they should approach the slopes
of the San Francisco River, and establish the main body
where Lieutenant Colonel Don Manuel de Echeagaray made
the crossing to the Valle de.la Victoria.
April 24-Having determined upon the departure, it
was postponed another day because the troops and the
52. Written Stoti in the Aurora. _Op. cit., 271.
53. This was another name for the San Francisco River. See Echeagaray letter,
San Marcial, October 4, 1788. Provincia. [nterna., Torno 128.
54. Spelled Lugarda in the Aurora. Op. cit., 272.
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Apaches were fixing their shoes. The companies passed in
review and remained ready.
April 25-At sunrise, I directed myself to the Mogollon
with one hundred and nineteen men, and rested at Los
Janeros. The reconnoitering troops continued their investigations and at nightfall, united with the camp at the San
Francisco River at the site of EI Lucero.
April 26-Directing the reconnoitering to the north of
the Mogollon in order that they should go by EI Telar." I
proceeded with the rest of the cavalry troop and spent the
night at the exit of the canyon of Jucaros.
April 27-About nine o'clock in the morning, I continued my march with orders that they should follow some
tracks about four days old. Resting before the valley of La
Laborcita, the reconnoitering troops joined me, advising me
that they found only one rancheria, which had been abandoned approximately four days. In the afternoon, about
two-thirty, we began scouting the New Mexico road and,
passing over the peak of the Sierra del Telar toward the
north, we climbed a hill in the direction of the north-northwest. Upon descending we found that the pass opens
through a sierra of pines and in the same direction there is
a beaten path. At sundown, we pitched camp at the mouth
of a canyon on a stream which runs from north to south.
It was named San Atanasio.""
April 28-At sunrise, the march continued through the
canyon toward the north. The opening is about a quarter of
a league away. Veering off to the north-northwest some
permanent lakes are found, for so they appeared, and crossing to the north we walked at a good pace over various hills
covered with pines. At a distance of about five leagues we
passed by a little ch~naga of water, and going a fourth of a
55. El Telar is identical with the Sierra de San Francisco. See below, entry under
May 29.
56. It was a branch of the San Francisco River.
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league, we discovered some very beautiful plains. Descending a hill and going toward the left of a sink we found some
small pools, but continuing to the north there are others
which are better. These we named San Vidal. Here we
passed the night.
April 29-At sunrise, I began my march to the north.
Traveling over some plains, we crossed, at a distance of
about three leagues, some bad country, and going toward
the north-northeast about three leagues more, we entered
another canyon which appears narrower but which is wide.
Stumbling upon a very large rock we turned to the left to
look for a path which leads to a hill where a pool is found
which is sufficient for infantry.. It was named San Pedro
Alcantara. We proceeded in the same direction about five
leagues more when [the road] closing up toward the north,
we descended to some very beautiful salines with tracks and
paths leading off in vario~s directions. We spent the night
here.
April 30-At break of day, we continued the march
toward the north over a beaten track, and at about a
league's distance we entered a canyon toward the east,
where we discovered a pool of water. We crossed a mesa
and, reconnoitering toward the north, we climbed a rather
long and rocky hill. At the end of it we returned to the
north-northeast, going about four leagues at a good pace,
and crossed a deep and rocky creek. After continuing a
short distance, we found that we were going along without
following a road and, after various roundabout courses
we found some sinks containing rain water, which was
barely enough for the men. We continued through a region
of red earth, and at sunset discovered a pool of water and
indications that some one had been cutting wood. We spent
the night here, having gone on this day from sixteen to seventeen leagues.
May l-Having noted the beaten path of the canyon, I
sent Ensign Don Antonio Narbona aheaet:mth'a-3mall::parly
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in order not to frighten the people of the pueblo. I followed
with the rest of the troops. About two leagues to the north
we crossed some hills and discovered the pueblo to the northnortheast, where we encountered a religious, a Franciscan,
who informed us that he was the minister of the aforementioned pueblo of Our Lady of Guadalupe of Zuni, and
that its inhabitants were Indians with the exception of the
alcalde. As he offered me couriers I wrote to the governor
of that province, asking him if he would be pleased to give
me two experienced men who should be familiar with our
road and serve as guides for the pack trains who wished to
open up commerce with that province of Sonora. Informed
by the above-mentioned priest that within six days he would
have a reply, I decided to wait during this time, and advised
the said gentleman accordingly.
We mistook the road from the salines to the pueblo and
although it was good walking there was great dearth of
water. The alcalde remained to show us, on the return,
where the road for the beasts of burden crosses to the aforementioned salines.
May 1-6-In the above-said pueblo without any new
occurrence; well taken care of by the priest, and very well
watched over by the Indians.
May 7-Seeing that the couriers did not return and
·that the cavalcade was delayed, due to the fact that it had
snowed for two days, I began the return by the above-described road. We traveled about four leagues in a southwesterly direction and pitched camp in an abandoned
pueblo, known as EI Agua Caliente of the old pueblo of Zuni.
Here we spent the night.
May 8-At sunrise I continued the march toward the
south and at about four leagues' distance we halted in a
rocky creek which runs from south to north. Here we
found a pool with plenty of water for passing the night.
May 9-At dawn, I continued toward the south, and
after walking a short distance we entered a small canyon to
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the left, where there is permanent water-there is none in
the interior. At a distance of about three leagues of good
road there is sufficient water and another pool. Descending
a rocky hill, which had to be cleared, we came out on a plain
in order to reach the salines. The latter is the regular road
of from two to three days for the pack train.
May 10-Because the journey was long and because I
waited to see if the couriers of the governor would overtake
me, I left late in the afternoon, and spent the night at the
pool of San Pedro Alcantara.
May ll-At dawn, we continued the march and rested
at San Vidal Springs, which were made to flow, the water
widening them. We left to pass the night in a little cienaga
which is about a quarter of a league away.
May l2-At break of day, I dispatched the infantry,
making two divisions in order to make two investigations;
one through La Victoria and the other through the mountain which we had crossed where EI Telar ends. 57 I arranged 'with them the place of reunion at La Laborcita or
canyon of Los Jucaros. At dawn, I continued my march,
resting at the cienaga which marks the entrance to the
canyon of San Atanasio. I proceeded to spend the night at
the watering place of the said canyon, but finding it burned
over, we continued, and, darkness coming on, we spent the
night at the watering place. At daybreak, the sentinel
announced that the Indians were molesting the horses.
Rounding them up we experienced the misfortune that they
wounded fourteen animals for us, of which only four
escaped because the arrows were poisoned. We were happy
notto have had anything happen to the troops because, as it
was, a soldier from Fronteras had his cartridge box and
serape pierced by a dart. On becoming light two parties
reconnoitered. They noticed various tracks, which disappeared in the most rugged part of the sierra.
57.

See note 55.
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May 13-At daybreak, I continued the march and entered the valley of La Laborcita, the infantry advising me
that it seemed to them that the Indians, since our entrance,
had crossed our tracks and had become excited. As a result, columns of smoke could be discerned from the heights
of the sierra.
May H.-At dawn, I dispatched the infantry and the
Apaches in order that they could reconnoiter the canyon of
Los Jucaros. Following with the rest of the troops we
reached the main body in the valley of San Francisco, about
three in the afternoon, without the occurrence of anything
new."
May 15-The companies passed in review, and the
scouting troop for the following day was named.
May 16-For me there was plenty of confusion. Inasmuch as the columns of smoke continued and as the end of
my campaign was drawing near, I lost hope of making any
capture and lamented my fate. In an effort to better my
fortune, I ordered that Ensign Don Marcial, with one hundred and three men, should continue scouting for a period of
ten days, appointing La Cienaga Salada as the place of reunion. The main body also broke camp so that the Indians
would notice our retirement. Don Marcial left, under cover,
through a canyon and came to spend the night at the site
of Los' J aneros.
May 17-At break of day, I continued the march and
passed the night at La Cienaga of Santa Leogarda.
May 18-At daybreak, I continued the march, but on
account of the bad weather which overtook us, for it began
to snow, we stopped at a cienaga which is in the Sierra de
Los Ayudantes.
May 19-In the same place.
58.
march.

The route followed on the return was about the same as on the forward
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May 20-We proceeded when it cleared up, and came to
pass the night at the Gila River.
May 21-At the said river.
May 22-About ten in the morning, we crossed toward
La Cienaga Salada and halted at the place of the ash trees.'"
While counting the animals here, I was informed that five
mules and one horse were missing from the extra mounts.
I ordered that a leader, with twelve men, should return to
the river. They noticed that the beasts had gone toward
San Marcial and caught up with them at sunset. They were
only able to overtake the horse and two mules, returning to
the main body during the second watch.
May 23-At break of day, the march was continued and
about two in the afternoon, we arrived at La Cienaga
Salada, where I met Ensign Don Marcial, with the fatigue
party. He told me of having been at the Sangre de Christo
River, from which place he retired to investigate the canyons where Esquigoca lives. Passing to the river, which
had been crossed, the infantry attacked a rancheria, where
they killed a warrior and seized another, killed two women
and seized two boys and a girl.
The warrior prisoner informed us that Esquigoca had
penetrated into the interior to Pinal, after having sent out
twelve warriors at the last moon to rob. So I decided to
begin the retreat, making various investigations.
May 24-1 dispatched, at the break of day, two squads
in order that Don Marcial, with the first, could investigate
the Sierra de Las Cabezas and the Chiricahua, and Don
Manuel de Arbizu, with the second, San Marcial, San Simon,
and go through Los Almireses, to see if together they could
find the three animals that had gone astray. With the captives and with the rest of the troops, I continued the march
and passed the night at Jarilla Pass, investigating La
Florida.
59.

Evidently south of Clifton, Arizona, about twenty-five miles.
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May 25-We continued, at daybreak, to examine the
openings of the Sierra de Santa Teresa.'o We spent the
night in Pima Canyon.
May 26-The two ensigns having reunited, Don
Marcial informed me that they had not run across any
tracks and Don Manuel de Arbizu reported to me that they
had followed the animals to the Puerto del Dado."l They assumed that the animals had gone to Fronteras because one
of the mules was from that presidio and had returned in
another campaign from the Gila River.
May 27-1 decided to dispatch the squads to their destinations, reuniting those from Bacoachi and Fronteras as
far as the San Pedro River, giving Don Antonio Narbona
charge of the warrior, four captives, and the five pairs of
ears." I continued with my company and that of Tubac.
We passed the night at Tres Alamos. os
May 28-At dawn, the soldiers from Tubac left us, and
after resting at Agua Verde, we spent the night about four
leagues from the presidio.
May 29-1 left the said place at nine in the morning
and arrived at the presidio."

There has now been explained, with as much clarity as
was possible on my part, the distances, directions, and character of the lands explored during the trip to the pueblo of
Zuni, in the kingdom of New Mexico. For a complete idea,
I shall make a chart with the marches of the beasts of burden and a citation of the leagues, a league being five thou60. Cf. note 49. The Santa Teresa Mountains of the journal must be the
Pinaleiio Range, for they could hardly have been as far north as the modern Santa
Teresa group.

61. The Puerto del Dado was Apache Pass.
62. It was the custom in those daYs, whenever a hostile Indian was killed, to
bring his ears to the governor. or other officer. for a reward. Aurora, ap. cit., 276;
Twitchell, R. E .. The Leading Facts of New Mexican History, I, 452, Cedar Rapids,
, 1911.
63. Tres Alamos is on the San Pedro, a few miles above Benson.
64. Of Tucson.
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sand paces of about five feet each, in which, perhaps, I may
err, they are regulated by a careful estimate of my imagination.
The pass which facilitates the entrance to this road,
although I explain in my journal that we entered it in the
Sierra del Telar, is really the same as the San Francisco
Range, which they have confused since the time of the campaign of Don Pedro de Mata, who named it EI Telar. It is
where it makes an opening through which the river passes
that has its rise in La Victoria. Through this valley it is
possible to make the crossing, but it is necessary to reconnoiter San Vidal Springs, and a long journey for the beasts
of burden is encountered.
The pueblo of Zuni is menaced, to the south, by the
Coyotero Apaches of the Pinal, who are there called Mescaleros, and to the north by the Apaches of the San Francisco and Mogollon Ranges. They have penetrated inland,
pursued by our arms. They are called Gilefios there.
If, for this expedition, I had not had the very clear reports which Lieutenant Colonel Don Manuel de Echeagaray
expresses in his journal, of the reconnaissance which he
made in the year '88 to the Sierra de San Francisco, and if
I had not had the Indian Stoci as a guide, it is true that I
should have made the journey without other information
than that which I got in the past campaign. And surely I
would have penetrated into the Spanish pueblos but at
great labor.
The Indians of the pueblo of Zuni rejoiced to see us
pass by and to hear the news that the pack trains that might
open commerce with this province could make their way to
that pueblo, but it seems to me that the difficulty of their
lacking a guard should be examined so that ~t least the first
journey should not be determined upon without one.
I tried to inform myself from as many sources as they
could show me in order to form an opinion, but the only
informants were the parish priest, who had arrived very
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recently, and the alcalde, an old man, who made very little
progress in giving me an explanation of what I wanted to
know. I may err in these conjectures, but my wishes are
for the success and fulfillment of my commission. While
attending to the performance of my charge, I have searched
for Esquigoca with great hopes of being able to find him.""
In fulfilling my duty, I have stepped on ground entirely unknown to those of our men led by the Apache' Stoci in the
first exploration, and I am ashamed of the very small results
of my campaign.
The officers and troops who have taken part in this
expedition have fulfilled their obligation. Continuing, I am
arranging the chart with which this journal is concluded.
Royal presidio of San Agustin of Tupson, May 29, 1795.
JOSE DE ZUNIGA.
CHART OF THE RETURN MARCH
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Leagues
From the pueblo of Zuni to Agua (Ojo) Caliente
4
From here water is found all along the road, and the beasts
of burden can advance to some white hills
7
5
To the salines
From Tardeada to the pool of San Pedro Alcantara
5
To San Vidal Springs
6
To the watering place of San Atanasio
.___________
6
To the valley of La Laborcita
4
To the canyon of Los Jucaros
._____________
5
To the river of San Francisco
5
To the river crossed from the Mogollon
6
To the canyon of Los Janeros
4
To the CilJnaga of Santa Leogarda
5
To a cienaga, which is in the center of the Sierra de los
Ayudantes
4
To the last water at the bottom of the hill
5
To the Gila River
5

65. Echeagaray, in his instructions to Zuniga, dwelt on the desirability of finding
and attacking Quegoca and his rancheria. The Spaniards had come in contact with
him before, it seems, but what had happened does not appear. Echeagaray to
Zuniga, op cit., July 9, 1795.
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17
18
19
20
21
22

To
To
To
To
To
To
To

San Marcial
'-___________ __
the pass of La Florida de Tardeada
the playa
the pool of San Andres
Tres Alamos
Agua '7erde
the presidio of Tupson
Total

65
_

4
4
5
5
4
5
5

-

108

Tupson, May 29, 1795.
JOSE DE ZUNIGA.

Copy.

Chihuahua, July 9, 1795.
MANUEL MERINO.

Univ. of So. California,
Los Angeles.

(There is a rubric)
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THE BATTLE OF LA GLORIETA PASS '
By J. F.

SANTEE

extremity of the Sangre de Cristo
N range,theinsouthern
northern New Mexico, is the elevated, corriEAR

dor-like opening known as La Glorieta Pass. Several miles
in length, narrow at either end, and approaching a quarter
of a mile in width at the middle, this passage-way-a part
of which is sometimes called Apache Canon-has afforded,
from time immemorial, a ready means of traversing the
Sangre de Cristo barrier. Here may have passed the Aztec
in that ancient day when, if the myth be founded on fact,
he came out of northern lands seeking a southern home.
Marauding Apache, questing Spaniard, and dauntless
American frontiersman here found a thoroughfare; and
when at last the Santa Fe Trail was established, that historic highway followed as a part of its coUrse the canon of
La Glorieta.
La Glorieta Pass, too, is a battle-field of the Civil War.
Within its narrow confines, late in March, 1862, was
fought a desperate and decisive struggle which resulted in
the frustration of the well-laid plans of the Confederacy
concerning the Far West. As a military achievement, however, this Union victory in the Sangre de Cristo mountains
was overshadowed by those greater battles which characterized our stupendous fratricidal conflict. In a war of lesser
magnitude, the stubborn contest at La Glorieta Pass, with
the issues involved, would have been heralded afar in song
and story.
Of course, the mere conquest of New Mexico, and
even of Colorado in addition, wouln have resulted in no par1. Much of the material for this article was obtained from William Clarke
Whitford's Colorado Volunteers in the Civil War, published by the Colorado State
Historical and Natural History Society, Denver, 1906.
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ticular advantage to the Confederacy; but the possession of
both would have been of paramount importance in moving
toward certain greater objectives. Foremost among these
was the separation of the Far West from the Union.
"With the Pacific Coast in their possession by conquest,
or with a free way to it byan alliance with the 'Western
Confederacy,' the world would have been open to the Confederates, since it would have been impossible for the Federal navy effectively to blockade that coast....
In the earlier period of the Civil War, extension of Confederate territory was prominent in the thought of many
Southern leaders. "The South, Seward asserted, had in
fact revolted with the avowed intention of expanding in
Mexico and Cuba.'"
Casually considered, the effort of the Confederacy to
separate the Far West from the Union has the aspect of a
war measure only. This effort, however, like the Civil War
itself, was the logical outcome of that contest for power
which had been going on between the North and the South
since the earliest years of our existence as a nation.' In that
contest the West held the balance of power. When, finally,
the South lost the political leadership of the West, the South
appealed to arms. Having lost one "West," the Confederate
leaders considered the possibility of gaining a"nother-the
Far West.
Utah had recently passed through a period of disagreement with the Federal government, and was thought to be
disaffected. Although California and Oregon remained in
the Union, and notwithstanding the conspicuous sacrifices
of such men as Colonel Edward Dickinson Baker, of Oregon,
and General Isaac Ingalls Stevens, of Washington territory,
2. Smiley. Jerome c.: preface. Whitford's COlorado VolunteerB in the Civil
War, p. 13.
3. Pratt. Edwin F.: "Spanish Opinion of the North American Civil War,"
The Hispanic American Re'l1iew, Vol. X (February, 1930), p. 16. Duke University
Press. Durham, N. C.
4. Brogan, D. W.: "The Origins of the American Civil War," History, Volume
XV, No. 57 (April. 1930.) p. 48.
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there existed in those sections, during the Civil War, an
under-current of sentiment favorable to secession... Southern sympathizers were much in evidence, and their secret
organization, the Knights of the Golden Circle, flourished.
As for California in particular-"Politically, it was a
part of the United States; geographically, it was an isolated
community, separated from the central government by thousands of miles of prairie, desert, and mountains. . .. This
isolation naturally fostered ... a feeling that California had
interests distinct from those of any other part of the Union.
. .. On the eve of the Civil War, this idea of a Pacific Republic was discussed more seriously than at any previous
time. Its advocates ... were not mere adventurers, but men
high in the counsels of the state. . . . These men were
largely Southerners, holding pronounced Southern views.""
The territory now included within the limits of New
Mexico and Arizona was declared a part of the Confederacy
by a convention which met at Tucson in 1861. This convention elected a delegate to the Confederate congress.
In March, 1861, Colonel William W. Loring was assigned to command the United States forces in New Mexico.
About three months later he entered the service of the Confederacy, and was succeeded by Colonel Edward R. S.
Canby, afterwards General Canby of Modoc War fame.
The Confederacy now made its first military move
toward the consummation of its aims in the Far West. In
July, 1861, Lieutenant-Colonel John R. Baylor, at the head
of Confederate troops, invaded New Mexico by way of EI
Paso. All the lower part of the Rio Grande valley in New
Mexico fell into his hands. Colonel Canby then concentrated the Federal forces at Fort Craig, about midway between EI Paso and Santa Fe.
On July 8, 1861, General Henry H. Sibley was charged,
at Richmond, with the task of expelling the Federal troops
5. Ellison, Joseph: "California and the Nation, 1846-1869," The Southwestern
Historical Quarterly, Volume XXX, No.2. (October, 1926,) pp. 108·9.
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from New Mexico, but not until the following December
was he able to assume command at Fort Bliss, near EI Paso.
Soon thereafter General Sibley concentrated the Confederate forces in western Texas and New Mexico at Fort
Thorn, well up the Rio Grande toward Fort Craig.
General Sibley definitely assumed the offensive when,
on February 7, 1862, he set out for Fort Craig with about
3,000 men and a long and heavy supply train. On this expedition General Sibley was ably assisted by several of the
Confederacy's most dashing officers, among whom were
Lieutenant-Colonel Baylor, before mentioned, and Major
Trevanyon T. Teel, in command of the two batteries of
artillery.
To oppose the Confederates, Colonel Canby had at Fort
Craig, according to the report made later to the adjutant
general at Washington, a force of 3,810 men. This included
regulars, New Mexican troops, and a single company of
Colorado volunteers. The most distinguished of Colonel
Canby's officers was Colonel Kit Carson, in command of the
first regiment of New Mexico volunteers.
On February 16, the Confederates reached the vicinity
of Fort Craig, and offered battle within two miles of that
stronghold. This offer Colonel Canby declined. Three days
later, General Sibley, with the troops under his command,
crossed to the eastern side of the Rio Grande, the side opposite Fort Craig. The next day, the Confederates moved
northward until due east of the fort. They were protected
from the fire of the Federals, however, by the immense
ridges of volcanic rock, among which they sheltered themselves.
.
Early on the morning of February 21, the Confederates
moved to a point five miles farther north, with the object
of re-crossing the river and resuming their march toward
Santa Fe. Colonel Canby now resolved to take the initiative. About the middle of the forenoon, the Federal troops,
advancing on the west side of the· Rio Grande, reached a
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point where they could fire across at the enemy, and so
began the battle of Valverde. Early in the afternoon, the
Federals crossed the river and desperate fighting ensued.
However, the raw and untrained New Mexican volunteers
gave way under fire, Captain Alexander McCrae was killed
and the Federal battery under his command was captured.
Colonel Canby was able to withdraw his surviving troops
and they retired in good order to Fort Craig, leaving the
Confederates in possession of the field.
The Federal loss at Valverde was reported by Colonel
Canby at 263. General Sibley acknowledged a Confederate
loss of 140.
Colonel Canby's reverse at Valverde should not be attributed to lack of personal bravery nor to mismanagement.
As a proof of the former, it may be said that during the engagement the horse upon which Colonel Canby rode was
killed. General Sibley's Confederates were very formidable
antagonists.
The day following his victory at Valverde, General
Sibley demanded the surrender of Fort Craig. . This demand met with refusal. The Confederates did not attack
the fort, probably being impressed with its strong defenses.
After two days' delay, the Confederates proceeded
northward, their advance guard reaching Albuquerque on
March 2. Here supplies were secured, and preparations
were made to move on Fort Union.
Meanwhile, early in February, 1862, David Hunter, in
command of the department of Kansas, which then included
Colorado territory, had requested Acting Governor Weld, of
Colorado, to send re-enforcements to Colonel Canby.
Accordingly, the First Colorado Regiment, commanded
by Colonel John B. Slough, was ordered to the scene of
operations. After being assembled near the site of the present city of Trinidad, the Colorado troops marched as rapidly
as possible over the snow-covered country to Fort Union,
where they arrived on the evening of March 10. They were
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welcomed by the officers and 800 men of the garrison, and
likewise by the governor of New Mexico, who, with the
other territorial officials, had abandoned Santa Fe, and had
made Las Vegas the emergency seat of their government.
Colonel Slough assumed command of the post, because of
the seniority of his' commission over that of Colonel Paul,
the former commander.
On March 22, Colonel Slough set out for Santa Fe,
taking with him 1,342 men. Besides his own Colorado regiment, Colonel Slough had a company of independent Colorado volunteers, a company of New Mexico volunteers, and,
of regulars, a battalion of infantry, three detachments of
cavalry, and two artillery batteries of four guns each.
Major John M. Chivington, with about one-third of the
Colorado regiment and a force.of cavalry, 418 men in all, on
the afternoon of March 25, started for Santa Fe, Colonel
Slough having been informed that the enemy had there only
about on hundred men. Late at night these troops stopped
at Kozlowski's ranch, near La Glorieta Pass, where they
learned that a Confederate scouting party was in the neighborhood. The scouting party was captured and Major
Chivington then discovered that the advance guard of General Sibley's army was at the farther end of La Glorieta
Pass.
.
At eight in the morning of March 26, Major Chivington's troops broke camp and marched toward the enemy.
Proceeding up La Glorieta Pass, they reached the divide
about two in the afternoon. Here at a sharp turn in the
road, and in the midst of a thicket, the advance guard came
unexpectedly upon a Confederate scouting party, consisting of thirty mounted men, led by a lieutenant. The Confederates were taken prisoners without any casualties.
Major Chivington urged his men to proceed, but with
caution. Three-fourths of a mile farther on, at the point
where the trail turns to the right to enter Apache Canon,
the western section of La Glorieta Pass, the Federal troops
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sighted a body of Confederates, under the command of
Major Pyron.
Upon seeing the Federals, the Confederates immediately halted, unfurled the "Lone Star" flag of Texas, and
planted in the road their two pieces of artillery.
Without delay the Confederate gunners opened fire,
throwing the Federals into momentary confusion. Major
Chivington, however, proved equal to the emergency. Instructing the main body of his troops to seek cover, he sent
his mounted troops to the rear, and deployed several companies as skirmishers among the pines on the mountain
slopes on either side of the Confederate guns. The fire of
the skirmishers soon caused the Confederates to retire
hastily to a point almost a mile from where their first stand
was made. They were now at a place where the mountains
drew near together and this afforded better advantages for
defense. As the Confederates retired, they crossed a deep
arroyo, by means of a bridge. This bridge they destroyed,
in order to check the Federal onset. The guns were then
posted in a defile just beyond the place where the bridge had
been, and the slopes on both sides of the road were covered
with troops to support the artillery.
Again Major Chivington resorted to his former tactics.
From the mountain sides a galling fire was poured into the
Confederates, who, after sustaining the punishment for almost an hour, began to show signs of giving way. At this
moment, the Federal cavalry charged,. the horses leaping
across the arroyo. The Confederates fled in confusion,
taking their guns with them, however.
In the Apache Canon fight, the Confederates probably
had between 500 and 600 men, the majority of whom had
participated in the victory at Valverde. The Federals were
predominantly Coloradoans, who had not been under fire
previously. Major Chivington himself had just left the
ministry of the gospel, yet the tactics which he employed
when matching infantry and cavalry against artillery were
worthy of a trained strategist.
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The Federal troops, with their ,dead and wounded, and
with about seventy Confederate prisoners, retired to
Pigeon's ranch. This ranch, by the way, belonged to a
Frenchman, Alexander Valle, nicknamed "the Pigeon."
During the following night, 300 Federal infantry and
cavalry arrived, Colonel Slough having sent forward reenforcements. On the morning of March 27, after burying
their dead, the Federal troops fell back to Kozlowski's
ranch, the water supply having proved inadequate. Here,
on the afternoon and the night following, Colonel Slough's
entire force was reunited.
At the opening of the battle in Apache Canon on March
. 26, Major Pyron, in charge of the Confederate forces engaged there, had dispatched a courier to Lieutenant-Colonel
Scurry, the Confederate commander at Galisteo, fifteen
miles to the rear. By daylight the next morning, all the
Confederate troops at Galisteo, with their baggage train of
at least seventy wagons, had reached Major Pyron's encampment at the western end of La Glorieta Pass.
For twenty-four hours the Confederates remained
there, expecting an attack. The attack not occurring, Lieutenant-Colonel Scurry decided to move his troops forward.·
Leaving his wagon train behind, he proceeded, with about
1,100 men, toward the Apache Canon battlefield. About
half past eight in the morning of the twenty-eighth, when
the Confederates were less than a mile west of Pigeon's
ranch, they discovered an advancing column of Federals.
This column was a part of Colonel Slough's command,
which was advancing from Kozlowski's ranch, Colonel
Slough himself being in charge.
The Confederates formed in battle line immediately
upon sighting the Federals. The latter were only about 800
yards distant when they discovered the presence of the
6. It will be noted that Scurry was now the ranking officer of the Confederates.
General Sibley, at the time of the battle, was twenty miles away in Santa Fe and well
supplied with whiskey. See Hayes. as Quoted by Twitchell. Lellding Facts of New
Mezieo History. II, 384, note.
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enemy. Fighting began at once and raged until five in the
afternoon. In the course of the engagement, all the Confederate field officers were killed or wounded. LieutenantColonel Scurry was twice grazed by bullets.
A peculiar feature of the situation was that, throughout the engagement, Lieutenant-Colonel Scurry supposed
his forces to be opposed by the entire Union force under
Colonel Slough's command. Until late in the afternoon, he
was unaware that Major Chivington, with perhaps onethird of the Federals, was executing a circuitous movement
through the rough mountainous country. Colonel Slough
had expected to find the Confederates at the western end of
La Glorieta Pass, and had planned to have Major Chivington launch a surprise attack from the flank or rear.
At the western end of the pass, however, Major Chivington found only the Confederate wagon train and a small
guard. The guard was captured and the wagons, together
with the supplies, were destroyed.
Apparently, news of this disaster reached LieutenantColonel Scurry just before five o'clock, and was probably
one of the causes of his raising a flag of truce about that
hour.
Shortly before midnight, Major Chivington's body of
troops rejoined the part of command which had participated
in the engagement of Pigeon's ranch. Then, possibly on account of the limited water supply, the Federals again returned to Kozlowski's.
So ended the battle of La Glorieta Pass. Conflicting
reports have been made as to the losses in this two-day
struggle. Governor Connelly of New Mexico, writing to
Secretary Seward, reported the Federal loss as 150. Yet it
is known that the losses of the Colorado troops alone exceeded this number. Governor Connelly estimated the Confederate loss at 400.
After two days, the Confederates, who were without
shelter or blankets, and virtually without food, retreated
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to Santa Fe. Colonel Slough made no attempt to follow up
the enemy, although it is certain that the Confederates, in
their wretched plight, could have offered but slight resistance. Possibly both armies had had enough of the horrors
of war.
At this juncture, a courier arrived from Ft. Craig with
an order from Colonel Canby, instructing Colonel Slough's
force to return to Fort Union. In the absence of telegraphic
communication, it is possible that Colonel Canby was unaware of the Confederate predicament. This appears to be a
logical conclusion, because soon after the Federals fell back
to Fort Union, Colonel Slough received a message from
Colonel Canby ordering him to proceed at .once, with his
troops, to Albuquerque. Colonel Slough resigned, however,
and was succeeded by Major Chivington.
The Federals, upon arriving at Albuquerque, found
Colonel Canby there with a small force which had marched
northward from Fort Craig. General Sibley now definitely
gave over further prosecution of the campaign and retreated with his army to Texas.
Some of Colonel Canby's critics have thought that he
might have followed up the Confederate retreat more vigorously, and have attributed his alleged leniency to the fact
that General Sibley was his brother-in-law. Such relationship was nothing unique in Civil War annals. Lincoln had
relatives by marriage in the Confederate service, and
Major, afterward Colonel, Chivington's brother died in battle as a champion of the Lost Cause. Colonel Canby had
been charged with the task of clearing New Mexico of Confederates. This, in the later phase of the campaign, at least,
he accomplished with the minimum amount of bloodshed,
and the war department manifested its approval of his
services in New Mexico by promoting him to the rank of
brigadier-general.
Normal School, Monmouth, Oregon.
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APACHES AS THESPIANS IN 1876

By

JOHN

P.

CLUM

(Copyright-1930)
Theater! A Novel Attraction! Wild Apaches
of Arizona! Stirring Tableaux! Under the direction
of Mr. John P. Clum, Ex-Indian Agent. Friday and Saturday Evenings, September 8th and 9th, and Saturday Matinee." These phrases are excerpts from an announcement
by the manager of the Olympic Theatre at Saint Louis,
Missouri, for the week ending September 9, 1876.
When I was appointed agent for the Apaches in 1874
they were reputed to be the most desperate, treacherous and
blood-thirsty tribe within the United States. "The Apache
is a savage of the lowest type" was the initial sentence in
the annual report for 1878 submitted by General August V.
Kautz, commanding the Department of Arizona. While this
and similar contemporaneous pronouncements against the
Apaches were unwarranted, nevertheless, from a retrospective viewpoint, the plan to take a party of these nomadic Indians in 1876 direct from their trails and fastnesses within
the (then) remote mountain areas of Arizona and transform them, as if by magic, into valiant actors upon the
stages of first class theatres in some of our largest cities to
the eastward, looms as an exceedingly ambitious and daring
undertaking. And yet, while this enterprise was in course
of incubation, I well remember that the feature of greatest
concern was that of necessary funds to transport our aboriginal theatrical troupe from the isolated trails of Arizona
to the great centers of population in the East.
Prior to the adoption of the civil service plan it was
doubtless true that the majority of civil government appointees entertained a more or less justifiable fear of being
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unceremoniously separated from their respective jobs, and
the matter of a potent political pull was of paramount importance. My personal status in this particular was at
least unique, for the reason that, although my political backing was practically nil, during the greater part of the latter
half of my administration as Indian Agent at San Carlos my
resignation was on file at the office of the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs.
There were two principal causes for this unusual situation. In the first place certain weaknesses in the "policy"
of the Indian Bureau pertaining to the direction of the affairs of the Apaches persistently discouraged any inclination I might have had to remain permanently in charge at
San Carlos. The second and more important reason was
that with my resignation on file at Washington I felt entirely free at all times to exercise my best judgment in connection with my duties and responsibilities as agent, conscious of the fact that my superior officers at the Department of the Interior were in a position either to approve· my official conduct and methods, or promptly to accept my resignation and appoint my successor.
And so it happened that my theatrical venture with the
Apaches was a direct sequence of this habit of resigning.
My original resignation as agent was submitted on February 27, 1876, just two years subsequent to the date of my
appointment. About six weeks later-April 6, 1876, the
outbreak of the Chiricahua Apaches occurred. On May 3,
instead of being relieved, I received telegraphic orders to remove the Chiricahuas to San Carlos. This important assignment was accomplished during the month of June. Although this removal added 325 individuals to the population
of the San Carlos reservation we were still happily able to
report "all quiet on the western front."
That being the national centennial year the citizens of
Tucson arranged for a somewhat elaborate celebration on
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the Fourth of July and I cheerfully accepted their invitation
to be present on that occasion. The Fourth of July celebration passed into history, but no successor for my job had
been announced, whereupon there arose in my mind the
very pertinent question-"where do we go from here?"
The idea of taking some of the Apaches on a tour of
"the states" was not new with me. For nearly a year I had
felt that much good would result if I were allowed to take
representatives of the several bands on a trip through our
great country to the eastward-at least as far as Washington. In fact I had applied to the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs for authority to make such a trip, but permission
was withheld for the reason that no funds were available
with which to meet the expenses involved.
However, the proposition had appealed to me so strongly that now, with the added lure of the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia, I determined not to allow the matter
of mere money to stand in our way-particularly as conditions upon the reservation indicated that this was an opportune time for undertaking the trip. My administration
was so well organized and the mass of the Apaches were so
.friendly disposed toward said administration that I felt
confident peace and harmony would prevail until the arrival
of my successor. Furthermore, if influential members of
the several bands accompanied me, these would serve in the
nature of hostages-pledging the orderly conduct of their
people during our absence. In fact, as soon as the leaders
among the Apaches displayed their sympathy with, and
their interest in the proposed tour I did not hesitate to exert
myself in making the trip possible.
Our chief handicap was the lack of necessary funds. In
this extremity the plan of giving entertainments with the
Apaches was suggested. Instantly the enterprise captivated the romantic imaginations and adventurous spirits
of two young friends and myself. The appearance of
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a group of Apaches always attracted a crowd even in Arizona-provided the Indians were not on the war-path. The
ranchers and townsfolk evinced unfeigned curiosity and interest whenever I appeared on the trails or in the villages
with an escort of Indians, and less than two months previous fully two-thirds of the entire population of Tucson assembled on the old military plaza in that ancient pueblo to
witness an Apache war-dance given by members of the company of Apache Police then with me en route to Apache
Pass. In view of these circumstances we felt assured that
there were thousands of people in the East who would gladly
pay a small fee to obtain a glimpse of the spectacular, picturesque and wooly-wild West as portrayed by the only, original, genuine representatives of the fierce Apaches direct
from their mountain fastnesses in Arizona. All we needed
was sufficient funds to transport our Ambulatory Apache
Aggregation from their crude wicki-ups in the West to the
flashing footlights in the East. We clearly envisioned vast
throngs besieging the theatres where we were advertised to
appear, and ourselves speedily advancing into the millionaire class as a result of the amazing returns from the boxoffices. Furthermore, we would automatically loom as public benefactors-philanthropists, for the reason that we
would be affording the Indians the desired benefits of a tour
through the vast camping grounds of the pale-face, while
contenting ourselves with the problematical returns from
the "gate." The more we discussed the proposition the
more enthusiastic and optimistic we became. I may state
now that the sanguine mental attitude on the part of my
two friends and myself was largely due to the fact that we
were young and robust-and inexperienced in the show
business. Our lack of experience and caution, from a cold
business viewpoint, is illustrated by the fact that, although
a brief annoilncement of the slaughter of the gallant Custer
and his entire command by the Sioux on June 25th had
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reached Arizona, we did not stop to consider the inevitable
reaction of this tragedy at the North upon the people of the
East, and that in all probability the entire country would be
swept by a wave of extreme prejudice against all of the socalled savage tribes of the West.
After mature deliberation our optimistic trio decided
that a cash capital of $5,000. would be required to place the
enterprise upon a paying basis. One of my friends had
some real money (more dollars than sense in this investment) and he was so confident of the success of the enterprise that he offered to provide one-half of the necessary
capital if the other friend and myself would dig up the balance. This was done. The die was cast, and about the middle of July, 1876, I found myself designated as the manager
of a troupe of Apache Thespians, backed by a cash capital
of $5,000. with which to carryon until we should reach a
"paying basis." The fact that I had not obtained leave of
absence for myself, or permission to remove the Indians so
far from their reservation did not cause the least hesitation
or delay in the execution of our plans.
Inasmuch as we lacked proper authority from the Indian
Bureau, it seemed desirable that, if possible, we should
obtain a word of approval from the governor of Arizona
which we might exhibit as a sort of identification card and
certificate of honorable intentions. Accordingly, on July
15th I addressed a letter to Governor Safford, reminding
him of my desire to take some of the most influential
Apaches on a tour of "the states" in order that they might
better comprehend the magnitude of our country, the vastness of our population and the achievements of our civilization by personal observation and contact, while at the same
time many eastern people would have opportunity ~o acquire
a more accurate understanding of the general character of
the Apaches, and-as we hoped-a more friendly attitude
toward them, and that if the trip was undertaken I hoped to
be serving the Indians, the territory and the general govern-
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ment. I also advised the governor that funds necessary to
cover the expense involved had been provided by myself and
two friends. Following is the governor's reply;
"Territory of Arizona,
Executive Department,
Tucson, Arizona, July 19, 1876.
"Mr. John P. Clum,
Tucson, Arizona. .
"Dear sir;
"I have received your letter informing me of your contemplated trip through the eastern states with a party of
your Apache Indians and asking my opinion as to the propriety of so doing. In reply I have to say that the project
appears to me commendable in the highest degree. I know
of your efforts to obtain an appropriation from the government for this purpose and much regret you have been unable to obtain such aid.
"I concur heartily in the undertaking and believe it will
be conducive of great good. Your Apaches will never appreciate the immensity of our domain, the enterprise and
culture of our people and the advantages of peace until they
have mingled with and learned civilized people by actual
contact and practical association.
"Your contemplated trip will therefore be of great benefit to the Indians, and at the same time give the people of
the East a true illustration of the character of the Apache
Indians.
"Wishing you success in the undertaking, I am,
"Very sincerely yours,
"A. P. K. SAFFORD,
Governor."
The next important step was the selection of the personnel of our party. There were then about 4,500 Indians on
the San Carlos reservation and we had decided to limit our
group of thespians to twenty, but finally added two boys to
this number. This was a matter of vital importance, demanding the utmost discretion in the selection of each member with a view to attaining the principal objectives, namely; the influence to be exerted by the members of this party
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after their return to the reservation; the material required
to assure the success of our proposed entertainments; securing a combination that would maintain harmony among
themselves, while at the same time endeavoring to avoid as
far as possible, any feeling of disappointment that would
embitter any more or less ambitious candidates who might
be left behind. This responsibility devolved entirely upon
me, because my two associates in the enterprise were
strangers to the Apaches.
The result was that our party of Apache tourists included Eskim-in-zin, chief of the Arivaipas, and his wife;
Tah-zay (son of Cochise), chief of the Chiricahuas; Diablo,
chief of the Coyoteros, and his son-five or six years of age;
Sagully, chief of the Yumas, and his wife; Casadora, a subchief of the Pinals, andhis wife; Captain Jim of the agency
Indian police force, and his wife. Ten athletic young braves
and a boy about twelve years of age completed the group.
The journey from San Carlos to the railroad station at
EI Mora, Colorado, was no minor undertaking in itself. The
transportation provided for this part of the trip consisted of
one large and substantial farm wagon drawn by four
horses, one two-seated light wagon drawn by two horses,
and a two-seated covered wagon drawn by four horseswith myself as the Jehu presiding over the reins in the last
named conveyance.
Our camp equipment was exceeoingly limited-merely a
few cooking utensils, a supply of tin cups, tin plates, knives,
forks and spoons, and one or two blankets for each individual-for although the weather was warm, we would attain elevations en route where the nights would be chilly
enough. In those days we never thought of carrying tents.
Likewise, our commissary supplies were reduced to the lowest terms. Only a few days' rations were carried as we
planned to forage on the country through which we were to
pass.
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The broad mesa upon which the buildings of the San
Carlos agency were located, presented a gala-day scene on
July 29, 1876,-the date appointed for our departure upon
the long trek in the direction of the rising sun. A great
throng of more or less excited Apaches had assembled there
to wave and shout a sincere adieu and bon voyage.
In connection with our enterprise the services of Marijildo, that loyal and efficient interpreter, were indispensible.
Dr. S. B. Chapin, who had been the agency physician, decided to journey eastward with us. I also employed two
teamsters. With these four men, the twenty-two Indians
and myself, our party disclosed a grand total of twentyseven. Our get-away was most auspicious. We followed up
the Gila valley as far as Pueblo Viejo and then detoured to
the overland stageroad, which led us into Silver City, New
Mexico.
In my files I have found only one newspaper notice regarding our trip through Arizona and New Mexico. This
notice was published in the Silver City Herald on Saturday,
August 5, 1876, from which the following excerpts are
quoted:
"John P. Clum, agent at the San Carlos agency; arrived
here yesterday with his retinue of Apaches on his way east.
This party represents the Arivaipa, Pinal, Coyotero and
Chiricahua Apaches. There are sixteen men, four women
and two boys..... Mr. Clum left San· Carlos on Saturday
last and it is his intention to make a tour through the East
in order to acquaint the Indians with the extent and power
of our nation, and to afford them that information which
can be obtained only by contact with eastern enterprise and
civilization. He has been careful to select young men of
prominence and intelligence who will appreciate the visit
and wield a proper influence on their return.
"For a year Mr. Clum has endeavored to obtain an appropriation for this purpose but to no effect. He has now
decided to take them at his own expense and will give entertainments in some of the large cities illustrating the true
character of these wild Indians both in time of peace and of
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war. With the proceeds of these exhibitions he hopes to defray all expenses incurred in the tour.
"If he meets neither misfortune nor accident we believe
this adventure will result in more benefit to the Indians and
to the people at large than anything we have yet done for
them."
This record shows that we were a full week traveling
from the agency to Silver City-and I recall that the entire
journey by wagon from San Carlos to EI Moro occupied
nearly four weeks. From Silver City we drove to the Rio
Grande river and followed up that valley to old Albuquerque, where we crossed the river and proceeded by the
most direct route to old Las Vegas, and from there we followed the old Santa Fe Trail to Trinidad, Colorado-the
easternmost outpost of the early Spanish adventurers. At
this point we were delighted to learn that we were only four
miles from the railway station at El Moro. The fact that
it took us nearly a month to drive from the agency to thet
depot indicates that even as late as 1876 San Carlos was a
remote and isolated locality.
However, this somewhat tedious journey to the railroad
was not without its compensations. There were many farflung and inspiring scenic vistas as we passed valley and
mesa and mountain in that semi-arid region of the Southwest. There was an invigorating tonic in the fresh, clean,
rare atmosphere, and the wide, open spaces impressed a
sense of boundl~ss freedom-at the same time inviting a
more intimate communion with Nature that was bqth exhilarating and uplifting. Also, happily, we had robust
health and the vigor of youth which enabled us to appreciate
and enjoy these picturesque and romantic features to the
utmost, and to minimize the less agreeable experiences.
Our plan to forage on the country as we traveled proved
most satisfactory. At convenient intervals I purchased a
small steer or a couple of sheep which were speedily killed
and dressed by the Indians. Other supplies were obtained
from the merchants in the towns through which we passed.
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For the most part the Indians enjoyed the trip and maintained their normal spirit of good humor, so that when we
arrived at EI Moro all the members of our expedition were
still on cordial speaking terms-which is not always true of
more civilized parties at the end of a journey of this character.
We had at least one very uncomfortable experience en
route. A rain of cloudburst proportions overtook us one
afternoon in the Rio Grande valley and continued for several hours. We were drenched. Cooking was impossible.
Our supper consisted of cold beans-straight, and we passed
the night in an' exceedingly damp and disagreeable fashion.
It will be proper ~o record here our solitary clash with
the minions of the lawen route. This occurred at old Albuquerque. We camped for the night in the suburbs of that
'venerable city and while our herders slept our horses invaded an adjacent corn field and munched and trampled
some of the growing corn. The next morning I was haled
before the austere Alcalde, who evinced an unfriendly spirit
as soon as he learned that we were Apaches from the wilds
of Arizona, and without hesitation he assessed the damages
to the corn at veinte pesos and demanded immediate payment thereof. When I protested that the amount seemed
excessive his honor flung at me his fiercest war-like glare,
pounded upon a volume of the statutes and shouted from
the bench, "La ley es la ley!", at the same time threatening
to summons the entire population of the city, if necessary,
to enforce the judgment of the honorable court. This bit of
comedy appealed so keenly to my sense of humor that I
prolonged and accentuated the horse-playa bit by designed...;
ly contributing to the irritation of the high and mighty Alcalde, although I had no desire to avoid payment for the
damage our horses had done to the innocent Mexican's corn.
Finally the twenty good American dollars were delivered
into the custody of the court, the cantankerous Alcalde was
pacified and we Apaches were permitted to go on our way
rejoicing.

86

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

Another wayside incident may prove of interest as illustrating the fact that the Apaches in our party had no conception of the vast area of the United States, or of the millions of the paleface race then occupying those sections of
our country we were about to visit. In a general way the
frontiersmen and the pioneer settlers knew something of
the tragic fate of all the Indian tribes that had opposed the
white men in their resistless advance from Plymouth Rock
to the Rocky Mountains, and, judging the future by the past,
they were confident that sooner or later the Apaches must
yield to their prowess-hence they were impatient at the
persistent resistance offered by these redskins of the mountains.
But the Apache& nad no hint of the sad tragedies which,
through the passing decades, had overtaken tribe after tribe
of the aborigines who had formerly held sway over that vast
territory stretching from the big sea on the east to the big
mountains on the west. To the Apaches the white men were
always intruders, and as a rule, aggressors. Because at
first, these intruders had appeared in small numbers the
Apaches doubted the boasted "man-power" of the paleface,
and, therefore, they felt equal to the task of opposing-and
even of destroying those adventurous pioneers who came
from time to time to spy out their country and to appropriate whatever pleased them for the time being, or promised advantage or profit for the future.
In a general way the personal observations of the
Apaches had been confined to southeastern Arizona, southwestern New Mexico and northern Chihuahua and Sonora,
where there were comparatively few white settlers. On this
trip we had passed through the eastern half of Arizona and
across the entire territory of New Mexico, and had observed
that the country was still undeveloped and but sparsely settled. We had been traveling eastward nearly a month and
were now approaching the Colorado line without having
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seen any substantial evidences of the alleged progress and
prowess of the white race.
This situation furnished the framework :(or the wayside
incident referred to. The day's journey had not been tiresome, the evening meal had been disposed of .with keen
relish, and now the Indians were gathered about their community camp fire smoking cigarettes and relating experiences of a more or less thrilling nature. I had already
spread my blankets on the ground and was lying there contemplating the glories of that August night, the drive we
were about to make over the Raton range-and our near approach to the railroad. I was abruptly recalled from these
very pleasing ruminations when Marijildo came over from
the circle of Indians and with evident concern told me that
Tah~zay "was not talking right." Tah-zay was the elder son
of Cochise, the famous head chief of the Chiricahuas, who
had been a terror to all who had ventured to intrude within
the range of his territory until a treaty of peace was arranged between him and General Howard in the fall of 1872.
Cochise died in 1874 and Tah-zay succeeded his father as
head chief of the Chiricahuas. And now Marijildo told me
this young chief had been boasting to his traveling companions of the wonderful prowess of his people; that he had
been relating in detail several deadly battles which had occurred prior to the treaty made with General Howard,---Jin
each of which the Chiricahuas had triumphed valiantly over
their pale face foes, and that Tah-zay had concluded his
vivid and spirited recital by declaring with evident pride
and confidence that it was a good thing the treaty had been
made with his father four years before, otherwise there
would have been very few white people left alive at the time
he was speaking.
"Don't be alarmed," I said to Marijildo. "Let Tah-zay
enjoy his dream a little longer if it pleases him. In a couple
of days we will be on the railroad, and then very soon we
will see something of homes and farms and villages and
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cities of the white man's country. Doubtless these exhibits
will prove a revelation to the boastful young chief."
At EI Moro we reached what the Apaches called the
"pesh-be-tin"-the road of iron. It was but natural that
the Indians should manifest genuine interest in the railroad
-and particularly in the locomotives, and yet there was
no undue excitement when we boarded the train. However,
soon after the train started a couple of the women began
crying. When I asked the reason they said they feared
they would never see San Carlos again. As long as we
were traveling with the wagons amid the mesas and the
mountains they remained unconcerned, but now that we
were on a railway train bound for Washington-with the
mountains behind us and the vast plains ahead of us-they
were alarmed. But they very soon recovered their accustomed equanimity and the entire party made the trip to
Philadelphia and return like veteran tourists.
I endeavored to observe carefully the effect of the first
contact with civilization upon the several members of our
party as we passed through Pueblo and Denver and Kansas
City and climbed to the summit of the dome of the city hall
at Saint Louis and were finally quartered in Cincinnati.
Then as we stood in a balcony from the second story of our
hotel and looked down upon the congested triffic in the street
below I asked the Jndians what they thought of the country
and the villages of the pale face. race. Es-kim-in-zin protested that he was unable to express his feelings, and, waving his hand about his head, he said that all the very wonderful sights made him. "dizzy." Tah-zay was silent. He
did not know what Marijildo had told me concerning his
wayside boasting, and so I could ask him in an innocent way
if he did not think his father had acted wisely in making
peace with the white men. The young Chiricahua chief was
still proud of his people, but he admitted that he now
realized how unequal their fight had been. The anticipated
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benefits of this trip were already apparent. I was much
gratified-little dreaming that the stalwart and genial Tahzay would never return to the country and the people he
loved so well.
If the Indians were immensely interested in what they
saw in the populous and busy camps of the white men, it
must also be recorded that the pale-faces were quite as much
interested in the presence of this company of "wild"
Apaches fresh from the remote waste places of Arizona.
And this interest was keenly accentuated by thoughts of
the recent fatal conflict between General Custer's command
and the Sioux-for be it remembered that if there was any
tribe of Indians in the country at that time whose reputation
as desperate and deadly warriors exceeded that of the Sioux,
it was the Apaches of Arizona.
And thus it happened that whenever we appeared upon
the streets of the large cities we were speedily surrounded
by a milling throng of curious people, each one eager to
obtain an intimate view of these Indians. Although the extermination of Custer and his brave comrades had aroused a
popular sentiment against the Indians in general, I am glad
to be able to testify that no demonstration of a hostile character occurred during our visit to the several states- notwithstanding the fact that the active services of the police
were frequently necessary to enable us to pass through the
crowds that blocked our progress in the streets of the big
cities.
While we were traveling with the wagons and camping
in the open air the Indians cooked and ate as they had always been accustomed to do in and about their native wickiups, but as soon as we were embarked on the railroad and
entered the cities of the middle West the necessity for a complete readjustment of our "table manners" was imperative
-and this readjustment was thrust upon us with heartless
abruptness. But the Apaches demonstrated their ability to
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"rise to the occasion," and very soon they were able to sit
comfortably at the table, eat their food from plates and
handle their knives and forks with reasonable ease and commendable accuracy.
Another tribute I desire to record in favor of these representatives of the untutored redskins of the mountains of
the Southwest is the fact that no complaints alleging rude
and boisterous conduct or uncleanliness on their part was
made to me by those conducting the hotels and boarding
houses where the Apaches were quartered in the several
cities visited by us.
Finally the "moving accidents by flood and field" had
been safely passed and the fateful period had arrived when
the histrionic talents of our aboriginal actors and the financial outcome of our enterprise were to be put to the acid
test in the initial entertainment to be given by the Indians.
If I had not realized before the daring character of this undertaking, I did so to the last degree when I began to arrange the "plot" and to assign the "characters" and to instruct the individual Indians in the "roles" they were to enact in this drama of the Arizona frontier. The plan and
purpose to rehearse this raw material in the exacting details
of the several "tableaux" with such satisfactory results as
would enable us to present the entire "spectacle" in a manner to attract and captivate an audience of blase theatre
fans and thus transform these "wild" Apaches into "star
actors" in a single week, was, indeed, such a bold ambition
as only the most optimistic might hope to accomplish.
It should be stated, however, that the most difficult and
serious feature of the play was made possible by the fact
that Dr. Chapin, Marijildo (who was a Mexican) and myself represented the pale face foes of the Indians in the desperate mock fighting on the stage-and the Apaches knew
that we would play the game on the square. But the overcoming of seemingly unsurmountable obstacles had been an
inspiring feature of my job ever since I assumed the direc-
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tion of the affairs of the Apaches-and so our r~hearsals
proceeded merrily with no thought of failure.
Our confidence in the intelligence, ability and loyal cooperation of our Apache actors was indicated by the fact
that the date of our first appearance was announced when
we were just beginning the rehearsals. Fortunately, the
stage manager developed a sincere and sympathetic interest
in our unique Wild West play and our "savage" players'. He
very soon appreciated that although we were all raw 1'ecruits, we were exceedingly anxious to present a really good
show, and he gave us most valuable suggestions and assistance, for which I thanked him then-and thank him now.
We made our debut at Saint Louis, Missouri, and
emerged from our premier performance without a single
fatality-or even inciting an incipient riot. Fortunately I
have preserved two exhibits of the literature announcing
the birth of our "stage career"-a program and a press notice. I am, therefore, able to include in this narrative a facsimile of the program and a copy of the press notice. The
program will serve to indicate the somewhat ambitious
character of our entertainment.
The following is a copy of the press notice which was
published in a Saint Louis morning paper on Saturday,
September 9, 1876.
"OLYMPIC THEATRE

"Considering the popular feeling against the noble red
man at present, the entertainment given at the Olympic
theatre last night by the tribe of Apache Indians of Arizona,
under the supervision of ex-Agent John P. Clum, was well
patronized. The dress circle contained many ladies, the upper tier was crowded with the gamins of the city, and in the
parquette were to be seen four Celestials, who sat near the
stage and seemed to enjoy the performance as much as anybody. These Indians had only been in the city about a week
and knew little or nothing of what a great city was, or even
what a theatre was like until their arrival. They have only
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had a few rehearsals, but even these have not fUlly convinced them that it is altogether proper and right that they
should publicly exhibit their manners and customs or dance
their war-dance behind the footlights. For a first effort
they did very well last night, however, many of their tableaux being strikingly realistic as well as picturesque. The
troupe numbers sixteen braves and four squaws, and when
the curtain went up they appeared before the audience in
full costumes. That is to say, they were naked from the
waist up, but their chests, backs, arms, necks and faces were
painted with all the colors of the rainbow. Mr. Clum introduced them in a brief speech, after which they retired to
prepare for the second tableau. This represented an Indian
encampment where the braves are surprised as they sing
their peculiar and monotonous song around their campfire.
A hand-to-hand combat ensues, resulting in the triumph of
the palefaces. There was considerable fighting done, however, and when the knife of the white man gleamed in the
face of the Indian, who was held in his strong embrace, the
applause, especially from the galleries, was deafening. The
third tableau was an Indian council of war, with speeches by
the braves and chiefs. Of course the audience applauded
each speech at the right point. The most ludicrous tableau
of the whole performance, however, was that representing
an Indian woman mourning the death of her husband.
What was meant to be pathetic, and what is without doubt,
affecting when done at the proper time and place, was really
the funniest part of the show. An Indian woman comes out
with an old blanket thrown over her head and shoulders, and
kneeling on the ground shakes her head and utters the most
dismal cries. To an .American audience her voice conveys
not the slightest emotion of grief, and when she boo-hoos
they can only see a performance that causes their sides to
shake with laughter. The fifth tableau disclosed the braves
in a grand war-dance, which was one of the best things
done during the evening. Part second changed the program
by allowing the red man a victory over the paleface, the former making the attack. Included in this was the Indian
scalp-dance. The final tableau showed the Indians at home,
engaged in social games, and as happy and contented as any
white man. The entire performance was enjoyable.
There will be a matinee at two o'clock today and another
performance in the evening, the last to be given in this city."
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It is to be regretted that the scalping acts were included
in our program, for I now firmly believe that this was wholly unwarranted-so far as the Apaches were concerned. A
popular notion then prevailed-and still survives-assuming that in every successful combat between warriors of the
redskin and paleface races, the victor invariably crowned
his conquest by lifting the scalp of his fallen foe. While it
is alleged that the exquisitely cruel act of scalping an enemy
was a common practice among the Indians who roamed
over the vast plains, as well as among some of the eastern
tribes, I am now satisfied that the Apaches did not scalp
their victims, at least I have never been confronted with
competent evidence establishing a single act of this character. The very friendly and efficient stage manager at Saint
Louis advised that our combat scenes should include the
taking of the scalp in order to conform to the popular idea
of the details of such deadly affairs. In the midst of our
hectic preparations for the show the suggestion of the stage
manager was adopted without due consideration. It was a
serious mistake, and the only feature of our program not
sustained by the facts. The research involved in the preparation of this story has brought the offending feature of
our exhibition to my attention, and I make haste to set the
record of the Apaches right in this particular.
We gave a good show-we even admitted that. In at
least two tableaux we presented the "real stuff" with a dash
of action and excitement that was enough to thrill even a /
bard-boiled frontiersman. At each entertainment we shot'
and cut and killed each other (in realistic stage fashion)~
We delivered the goods. But notwithstanding favorable
comments from individuals and the press our theatrical venture did not prove a financial success. In such circumstances "post mortems" yield little satisfaction. However,
it is doubtless true that we were the innocent victims of the
unfriendly sentiment occasioned by the killing of Custer and
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his command. Furthermore, we may have over-estimated
the public confidence in our thoroughbred, untutored and
unrestrained actors of the redskin race. During the scenes
in which mock fighting occurred these "wild" Apaches, hideous in their war-paint, dashed and leaped about the stage
firing rifles, flashing Bowie-knives and causing the painted
forests and canyons of the scenery to echo with their savage,
blood-curdling war whoops. Nothing but the foot-lights
separated them from the audience, and it is not improbable
that there were many who would have been glad to witness
the spectacle if they had been confident that the Indians,
wrought up to a high pitch of excitement by the realistic
play, would not break from our control, go "wild" and see
"red" and extend their raid across the foot-lights into the
audience.
Whatever may have been the reason, we were persistently confronted with the disagreeable fact that each successive
entertainment left us with less available cash on hand. And
thus it happened that we quit the show business, packed up
our fancy buckskin suits, beaded moccasins, Bowie-knives,
etc., and proceeded to Washington to view the national capital and to interview the Great White Father. While there
we explored the Capitol building and the White House,
voyaged down the Potomac to Mount Vernon and detoured
for a picnic in the mountains of Virginia. Of course, we
had several conferences with the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs.
However, our visit to Washington was sadly marred by
the only tragedy of the trip-the death of the young Chiricahua chief, Tah-zay.* Young and strong as he was, Tahzay fell ill with pneumonia, and although the best medical
skill available was called to attend him he grew worse rapidly and died within a few days. The funeral services were
conducted by Rev. .T. E. Rankin of the First Congregational
• See Review for January. 1929.
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Church of Washington. Among those attending the obsequies were Commissioner of Indian Affairs J. Q. Smith and
Geperal 0 .. 0. Howard, who, four years previous, had made
the treaty of peace with Cochise-the dead Apache's father.
The interment was made in the Congressional Cemetery.
The iIIn·ess and death of Tah-zay were not devoid of beneficial results, for the reason that they afforded the Indians
with our party an opportunity to observe the civilized methods and customs of caring for the sick and preparing the
dead for burial, as well as our funeral rites and ceremonies
-all of which, under ordinary circumstances, were about
the last things I would have thought of bringing to their
particular attention.
- When we stopped at Saint Louis I learned that Commissioner Smith was then in that city opening bids for certain
Indian supplies. The coming of the Apaches had been
widely broadcast by the press, and when I called upon the
cqmmissioner at his hotel I anticipated a proper official panning for having absented myself and the Indians from the
reservation without permission from the Indian Bureau.
But, on the contrary, Commissioner Smith greeted me cordially, inquired how the Apaches were enjoying their trip,
and then, quite abruptly but with great earnestness, he
said: "Mr. Clum, you are going back to San Carlos."
I told the commissioner frankly why I had resigned and
that I had not expected to return to San Carlos as agent;
that I was still hopeful that the entertainments we expected
to give would prove satisfactory and beneficial to all concerned, and therefore my thoughts and plans were centered
upon this enterprise. Commissioner Smith extended his
best wishes for our success, but I suspected that he was reserving the right to doubt that our anticipations would be
realized-from a financial viewpoint. It was not so long
after this interview until the very unsatisfactory returns
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from the box-offices had convinced me that the commissioner's doubts had been well founded.
Soon after our arrival in Washington I called upon Commissioner Smith at his office in the Interior Department and
advised him of the sad fate of our brief and hectic "stage
career." His attitude was sympathetic, and he said that
while he regretted the enterprise had resulted in financial
loss to my two friends and myself, he hoped the experience
had left me in a mood to withdraw my resignation and resume my duties as agent at San Carlos. During the period
of Tah-zay's illness we had ample time to discuss all the
dips, spurs and angles of the general situation in Arizona.
Finally the commissioner proposed that if I would withdraw
my resignation and resume charge of the 4,500 Apaches
then on the San Carlos reservation that the Interior Department would petition Congress for an increase in my
salary; that I would not be asked to undertake any more
foreign expeditions for the purpose of removing other tribes
to my reservation; that certain specified necessary agency
equipment would be purchased; that in the execution of my
official duties I would be given the fullest support by the
officials of the Indian Bureau, and that because of the obvious benefits of the trip to the Apaches accompanying me,
their visit would be approved and their expenses returning
to the reservation would be paid by the Interior Department. Encouraged by these stipulations I withdrew my
resignation and set about arranging for the return trip to
San Carlos.
The following official communications are of interest in
connection with the resignation submitted by me on February 27, 1876, which made it possible for me to invade the
East with the Apache thespians:
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TELEGRAM
"Washington, D. C.,
March 20, 1876.
"Agent Clum,
San Carlos, Arizona.
"Secretary Interior has accepted your resignation to
take effect upon appointment of successor.
"J. Q. SMITH, Commissioner."
"OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Washington, D. C.,
October 25, 1876.
"Mr. John P. Clum,
U. S. Indian Agent,
Washington, D. C.
"Sir: . . . . . . and in view of the further fact that
upon the reques:t of this office you have withdrawn your'
resignation, you will be allowed your actual and necessary
traveling expenses in returning.
"Yours respectfully,
"S. A. GALPIN, Acting Commissioner"
Conspicuous mention should be made of the persistent
good humor and harmony that prevailed among this little
company of Apaches throughout the trip. It should be remembered that our party was composed of representatives
of distinct bands of a nomadic race, which, until quite recently, had occupied widely separated hunting and camping
grounds, and, therefore, the Coyoteros and the Arivaipas
and the Chiricahuas had not had opportunity to establish
intimate acquaintances and life-long friendships. In fact,
several of the more prominent members of the party 'Were
just getting acquainted with each other on this trip, and yet
in all the vicissitudes of that memorable visit to the East
there was no wrangling among the members of our group.
And-looking backward-I have always regarded it as most
remarkable that we were able to make that long, tedious
trek by team; to take those Indians So far from their home-land to meet conditions new and strange to them, without
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developing a single instance which would indicate that any
members of the group were inharmonious, hostile or antagonistic among themselves.
We experienced only one vicious outburst of hostility
toward the Apaches en route, and this, I am pleased to say,
expressed the attitude of only one man. The incident occurred while we were homeward bound. One evening as
we were passing through a middle western state, a robust,
black whiskered and grim visaged conductor entered the
car in which the Indians were traveling. I chanced to be in
the car at the time and was conversing with two or three
other passengers near the door through which the conductor
entered. He glanced savagely at the Indians and exclaimed:
"The
, I'd like to have every
scalp hanging to my belt." "Why so?", I ventured to inquire, "have these Indians harmed you, or your family, or
your friends?" "No," he snapped back, "they have not, but
they are a bunch of blood-thirsty savages-the damned red
devils, etc." After he had emitted a little more similar
rough stuff I pointed to Es-kim-in-zin and mentioned
some of the wrongs he had suffered at the hands of the
white race; the cruel massacre of his family and friends;
his imprisonment at hard labor in chains, etc., and then I
added, "That man is an Indian-an Apache. You call him a
'blood-thirsty savage,' and yet he says he has no desire for
revenge; that he wants to forget his past wrongs and live a
good and useful life. That's the kind of a sava,qe he is, and
yet he has always lived in the Arizona mountains, while you
have enjoyed the advantages of a Christian civilization.
What do you mean by 'blood-thirsty?' What kind of a savage are you?" The menacing glance he flashed at me bespoke the hot blood of cruel barbarian forebears that surged
in his veins. "Who has the tickets?" he snarled. I handed
him the tickets and the incident was closed.
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It was deemed worth while that the return trip should
be made by way of Philadelphia in order that the Indians
might have a glimpse of the Centennial Exposition. This
was done, and then we proceeded direct to EI Moro, Colorado, where the teams and teamsters· were in readiness for
the journey overland to San Carlos. And the morning after
our arrival at El Moro the little caravan moved westward
in charge of Marijildo and two other agency employes, while
I returned once more to the East for the purpose of acquiring a young bride, who had consented to share with me the
vicissitudes of life on an Arizona Indian reservation with
4,500 other "wild" Apaches.

Los Angeles, California.

NECROLOGY
AMADO CHAVES

with genuine sorrow that we record the death of another of the older members of our Historical Society, and
worthy member of one of the oldest families of Spanish
name in America. Amado Chaves passed quietly away at
his home on Palace Avenue, in the city of Santa Fe, Tuesday evening, December 30th.
Don Amado was born in Santa Fe April 14, 1851, the
eldest son of Colonel Manuel Antonio and Senora Vicenta
Labadie de Chaves. He was educated at St. Michael's College in that city, and later attended the public schools in the
city of Washington, and the National University, from
which he was graduated in 1876. He was at once admitted
to practice in the supreme court as an attorney and counsellor at law, but he soon returned to his native home and
engaged in business in San Mateo, Valencia county, and in
Santa Fe. He was an excellent Spanish and English
scholar, and his special interest was in proving up the titles
of old Spanish and Mexican land grants.
In 1884, Don Amado was elected to the territorial legislature, from the county of Valencia, and was unanimously
chosen speaker. The late Governor L. Bradford Prince
appointed him in 1891 as the first superintendent of public
instruction, a position in which he served with honor for
six years. In 1901, he was elected mayor of the city of
Santa Fe, and in 1903, he was made state senator from that
county, and again, for a short period, ending in March,
1905, served as superintendent of public instruction, this
time by appointment of Governor Miguel A. Otero. In the
summer of 1912, he was employed by the state attorney general for special investigation as to the New Mexico-Texas
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boundary in the Rio Grande valley, and his careful report
formed an important part of the evidence before the federal
supreme court in this case. In 1916, he was appointed by
the late Governor W. C. McDonald as a member of the state
tax commission, and during the late war he was a district
board member by appointment of President Wilson.
In 1891, Mr. Chaves was married at Santa Fe to Mrs.
K. N. Foster (nee Kate Nichols, of Ohio), who died at Albuquerque in 1914. Of their three children, their only son,
Amado, Jr., served with honor in the late war and after his
return, was appointed U. S. consul to La Guaira, Venezuela.
This son's death, early in 1928, was a severe blow to the
father. He is survived by the two daughters, Katherine
Isabel (Mrs. B. W.) Page, of Chicago, and Consuelo Mercedes (Mrs. O. B.) Summers, of Santa Fe.
Don Amado was an hidalgo (hijo de algo-"son of
somebody") if there ever was one. When the writer was
in Spain, he received a letter from him, under date of May
23, 1928, which said in part: "Among my father's old
papers I found two . . . which contain some information
concerning the Chaves family in Spain in the early days. I
do not know where they 'came from originally; no doubt
they must have come from Spain... The copies i will enclose
in this letter." A translation of one of his enclosures will
be of interest:

Chaves-is a very noble and old family in Spain, whose
name was derived from the Villa of Chaves, in Portugal, in
the following manner. In the year 1160 there were living
in Portugal two youths related to the king of Spain (Don
Alonzo Henriquez) who were called Garci Lopez and Rut
Lopez, and they were intrepia warriors. This city was then
in possession of the Moors ana the king had not been able
to capture it, but in the year 1160 these youths raised an
army and took the city without the aid of the king, and for
this memorable feat there was given to the two of this
lineage the appellation of "Chaves." This is so stated by a
lettering which remains on the arch of the principal church
of the said villa, which reads thus:
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Dos hermanos con ai guinas
Sin rey ganaron a Chaves;
Donde en Rouxo Cristalina
Les hay dado por mas signas
En su escudo cinco llaves.
These knights had relatives very close to the king, Don
Alonzo Henriquez, as appears from various writings and
from the [heraldic] arms which they display of the five
silver keys upon a crimson field, bordered with the royal
quinas of Portugal,-thus they are carried by the Trujillo
family, but the other [family or descendants] changed the
color of the keys to blue upon a field of gold, bordering [the
shield] with eight aspas [crosses] of gold over crimson
[field],-because of the member and chief head of this
house who participated, in the year 1212, in the battle of
Las Navas de Tolosa, as is told in song by Don Luis Zapata
in his "Carlo Famoso":
Son Chaves cinco llaves relucientes
En el hermoso escudo colorado;
Su orla con ocho aspas excelentes
De San Andres el bienaventurado.
Por los que antiquamente de sus gentes
Fue el Lugar de Baeza conquistado
Que por su esfuerzo fue tal dia
Y fue de Portugal su antigua guia.
In the principal church of Baeza, say Haro and others,
close to the font of holy water there was an ancient slab of
stone on which was inscribed the fact that the Chaves had
been the conquerors of that city.
From the said knights was descended Martin Raymundes de Chaves, the first who passed, before the year
1280, from Portugal to Castile to serve the king, Don Fernando IV and the queen Dona Maria his mother. The latter, in the year 1304, sent him as her ambassador to the
Infante Don Henriquez de Castilla and [to] other Lords
who had gone to Aragon, to secure their oath for Don
Alonso de la Cerda as king, and finding them in Ariza he so
did with them, and on the day following, when the oath was
about to be taken, the treaty was broken in the manner described in the chronicles of the King Fernando.
The last passage is obscure and very much involved,
but the point of present interest is that the Chaves family
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originated in Portugal, and in Castile is traced to the early
part of the 14th century. From then until the latter part of
the 17th century there is a break in the lineage record of the
New Mexico branch of the family, although Twitchell
(Spanish Archives, II, pp. 134-135) states that General
Fernando Duran y Chaves, who was a resident of New Mexico prior to the Indian rebellion of 1680 and who figures
prominently in the records of that period, "was a lineal
descendant of Ruiz Lopez," and from Don Fernando he
traces the descent thus:
He was the father of eight children, one of whom, Don
Bernardino Duran y Chaves, was also an officer under Governor Otermin and later with Cruzate and De Vargas. Don
Bernardino had a son, Diego Antonio de Chaves, whose son,
Don Pedro de Chaves, married Dona Catalina Baca, of
Tome, Valencia county.. There were several children born
of the Chaves-Baca union, of whom Don Julian Chaves was
the father of Colonel Manuel Antonio Chaves, father of Don
Amado Chaves ..
Don Amado was thus sixth in descent from Don Bernardino. The latter was a caballero of the famous Order of
Santiago, and very possibly in the archives of that order
records might be found which would trace the Chaves ancestry back over much or all of the break in lineage. In
another letter to the writer, under date of December 22,
1928, Don Amado gave what may be considered as an interesting bit of substantiating evidence connecting the New
Mexico branch with the Chaves family in Spain. He wrote
in part:
My father had an old gold ring, in which was engraved
the coat of arms of the Chaves family. He was a lieutenantcolonel during the Civil War and was in command at what
is now called Fort Wingate... At one time my father and
family were going from the fort to Albuqu'erque in a family
carriage. When we arrived at Blue Water the creek or
arroyo was very high, as it had been raining. In the middle of the arroyo the mud was very soft and the horses got
mired and could not pull the carriage across... My father
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got off to help [the driver]. They had to use a rope, and in
pulling the rope my father lost his ring and it could never be
recovered.
It would be interesting to know the origin of this old
seal ring; doubtless it had been handed down for various
generations, perhaps from the time of the conquistadores or
even earlier.
Don Amado was justly proud of his distinguished descent, but in a quiet and unpretentious way. Far more important is it that in his private and public life he was a
worthy representative in the world of today of his noble ancestry. In honoring his heritage he has won for himself a
high place of honor in the history of New Mexico. Exemplary in private life, faithful servant in public office, he was
a cultured Christian gentleman whose place cannot be filled
but whose life may well be an inspiration to others of Spanish-American descent.-L. B. B.

NOTES AND REVIEWS

Ancient Life in the American Southwest. By Edgar L.
Hewett. (The Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1930. 392 pp. with
maps and illustrations)
Greater in scope than the title indicates, the author
presents charmingly the history, philosophy and achievements of the American aborigines, by dwelling in particular
upon the life of the Pueblo Indians and their ancestors, as
he knows them better and more completely, perhaps, than
any other living authority. The book, in typography, binding, and illustrations is a credit to the great publishing firm
at whose request Dr. Hewett compiled the volume, although
it also carries out a lifetime ambition to put together the
results and findings of his own research work, that of his
predecessors, and as far as possible, that of his contemporaries, in the field of American anthropology and archaeology, to which he has given more than thirty years. He
has at least, and at last, made a beginning, although his previous publications comprise many monographs, reports and
articles on the same subject, and further volumes from his
pen may be expected.
The publishers state in a prospectus: "He (the
author) shuns the spectacular statements of the archaeological spellbinders and follows always the uncompromising
course of the scientist, but to this study of facts and his report of investigations he brings the joy of the poet and the
imagination of the artist. For him the Southwest is a
pageant of nature and man in which natural history and
human history are inseparable. For him the scattered remnants of Indian communities living in the Southwest are the
descendants of a people 'as imaginative, as gentle, as harmonious as any that have ever existed on this planet.'''
The volume is dedicated "To all the old camp-fire Companions," and he pays graceful acknowledgment of indebt105
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edness to such as Alice C. Fletcher, William H. Holmes,
John Wesley Powell, Frederick Ward Putnam, Adolph
Bandelier, J. Walter Fewkes, Edward Naville and Louis
Wuarin who presaged much that in these latter days is
being proclaimed as new and startling discovery.
It is to reconstruct from the available material the life
and times of the ancient people of the Southwest, that the
author essayed the task of writing a book which would give
to the average reader a virile account of a subject that has
been made technical by a nomenclature and confusing
minutiae which too often obscure the subject matter. The
plan of the book is set forth as follows: Part I, a summary
of Indian culture history as it is now known to students of
the American native race; Part II, with a similar treatment
of the Indian communities of the Southwest, c0ncerning
which every statement is verifiable or the contrary, since a
considerable body of Pueblo Indians survive and live the
ancient life; Part III deals mainly with the ruins of towns
that flourished and passed out of existence without having
been seen by a member of the whole race, of which there
was not a survivor when the Spanish occupation began
nearly four centuries ago; towns of which not a scrap of
contemporary literature exists. In addition, the story is
told of towns and provinces that have passed into the archaeological realm during the period of recorded history-a
process that may be called archaeology in the making. It
must be remembered that the author has been foremost in
the excavation of the pre-Spanish sites on the Pajarito
Plateau, in the Jemez valley and plateau, at the magnificent
site of Quirigua, in Guatemala, in the exploration on foot
and on horseback of the other archaeological fields of Central America, Mexico, and the entire Southwest; that he has
visited and studied the classic as well as Oriental sites, paying especial attention to life in the desert; that he brings to
his work the maturity of years and the ripeness of a kindly
philosophy; that he has been a teacher at whose feet have
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sat many of the men now prominent in American archaeology, and that he commands a style that is clear-cut and
convincing. The day will undoubtedly come when the book,
emerging from clouds of present-day controversy, will be
regarded as a classic. For the present, it should serve as a
text-book in schools and universities in which living knowledge is prized above the dry bones of technical details, important as the latter may be. To everyone at all interested
in the history and culture of humanity and to those to whom
the Southwest is a treasure-house of romance and life, the
volume is indispensable, while to the casual reader also it is
bound to prove a source of delight.-P. A. F. W.

The Santa Fe Trail. By R. L. Duffus. (Longmans,
Green and Co., 1930. 283 pp. with illustrations, bibliography, and index)
Robert Luther Duffus, the author of this newest of the
line that began with Gregg's "Commerce of the Prairies,"
brought to his task experience and considerable fame as a
writer on historical phases of American Life. He had the
advantage of those who wrote of the romance of the Santa
Fe Trail before this in having new sources that had not been
known or accessible to previous writers. He has thus
brought together much material that was scattered widely
and presents it in chronological and proper sequence. His
style gives the narrative vividness and color. The heroism
of those who made the Trail and those who conquered the
West for American exploitation and enterprise are made
real, the glamor of the pioneer days is convincing. The
statistics presented tell a real story. The author logically
refers to the pre-Spanish days when tides of migration
swept over the Southwest, bringing them up to Coronado's
epoch-making march and Onate's final conquest of the Rio
Grande valley, when with four hundred men, eighty-three
wagons and seven thousand head of cattle, the Spanish colonizer laid the foundations for the Hispanic culture that pre-
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vailed at the time that the first enterprising Yankees, a hundred and more years ago, definitely broke the Trail from the
Missouri to Santa Fe and Taos. Those early days were
even richer than the later ones in the romance of struggle
for the possession of a province which was deemed much
richer than it was actually found to be. Then came the efforts of the French to establish trade with, and to gain
foothold on, the Rio Grande, just a passing phase, but as
interesting, perhaps, as any other, for behind it lay intrigues that reached into European capitals. It was toward
the end of the eighteenth century that Taos leaped into fame'
as a trading point as much sought after as Santa Fe. Who
wouldn't be stirred by the author's delightful account when
he writes:
To Taos the beautiful, high under the chilly peaks of
the Sangre de Cristo, amid its green meadows, watered by
icy streams, came also the mountain trappers with their
rich stores of beaver. Up from Chihuahua rode the crafty
merchants of Mexico with imported goods from Spain and
with great silver dollars which were prized as ornaments
among the Navajos. They were not legally permitted to sell
firearms to the Indians but if they did not, human nature in
New Mexico was different from what it was at other points
along the long Indian frontier. From EI Paso came a wine
which was described as quite as good as any of the Spanish
imported vintages, and there was also the "brandy of the
Pass", and little Taos had its own famous brand of "lightning," highly esteemed for potency if not for flavor. We
may imagine the glowing spectacle when half a dozen varieties of Indians in multi-colored blankets and head-dresses,
a scattering of Frenchmen and later of Americans, and all
the possible gradations of Mexicans and Spanish, assembled
in this lovely valley at the foot of the great range. This was
the golden age of Taos, when here were concentrated the
money and the merriment, the drinking and the singing, the
wooing and the fighting, of twelve months of lonely and
dangerous life and an empire of wilderness. The crown
was soon to pass to Santa Fe. Had it not done so we should
now be talking, not of the Santa Fe Trail, but of the Taos
Trail. And men did cling tenaciously for a long time to the
habit of going to Santa Fe by way of Taos. After the Taos
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fair was over, the merchants took .their accumulations of
goods and went south in a great caravan, hundreds of
burros moving in a cloud of dust, muleteers shouting, bells
on the leaders jingling, to attend the annual January fair
at Chihuahua. They could ride contentedly, too, to the
jingling of money bags, for their profits, owing partly to an
ingenious system of accounting, by which a "dollar" might
mean eight, six, four or only two reales, were large. They
bought with the cheaper variety of dollars and sold for the
dearer. By this ingenious method they every year drained
New Mexico and its satellite regions of the greater portion
of their wealth. Attempts were made to limit their takings
by fixing legal equivalents in barter, but these regulations,
like similar ones everywhere and always, failed.
And thus the author draws one complete picture after
another, fascinating and full of life, luscious and rich. No
library which gives proper recognition to history can do
without it, while here in the Southwest, "The Santa Fe
Trail," by Duffus, should have a place in every school house
and in every home.-P. A. F. W.
The editor is very unhappy in calling attentio;n to corrections which are necessary in the last issue of the REVIEW.
Mexico City proved to be too far away to exercise close
supervision in the proof reading, the printing office was
being moved from Santa Fe to Albuquerque and the force
was being reorganized. The result was fit matter for a
New Year's resolution, and we hope that this will be evident
in the present issue.
The introductory pages for Volume V, in revised form,
are herewith furnished, and the following corrections in the
text should be noted:
Vol. V, p. 333, note 1, line 2, read comentario y memoria
p. 334, note 2, line 2, read chronista
p. 385, line 3 of note, read northern Tiwa group
p. 387, line 22, for caravans read caravan
p. 388, line 12, for who read whom
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394, line 21, for charges read charged
404, under signature, read Custodio
407, lines 9 and 10 are transposed
409, lines 11-12, delete editorial comment-Gamio's reference, of course, was to the "Pyramids'" in the northeastern part of the Valley of Mexico and not to old
Tenochtitlan.
p. 411, line 14, read July 19

